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In which are principally conſidered Three Points of the 
higheſt Importahes to the BRITISH NarT1o N. 


. The immediate Preſervation and "mm Proſperity of the 


East InDia COMPANY. | 


u. The legal Acquiſition of an immenſe Revenue to 
Grzar BRITAIN. 


a 11. The promoting of a vaſt Increaſe in the Export of 
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E minds of men, naturally attached to old 
I | cuſtonis, are with difficulty prevailed. upon 
to enter unprejudiced into the conſideration of any 
plan, however promiſing, whoſe leading line ap- 
_ pears ſubverſive of a ſyſtem, let its evident ten- 
dency be ever ſo dangerous, which length of time 
has ſanctiſied, and they have been accuſtomed to 
view with partialit yx. i 
When a man engages, therefore, in a great and 
uncommon enterpriae, however important the ob 
ject may be to his fellow! citizens, he ought to 
prepare his mind for difficulties, and his feelings 
for diſappointment: he muſt expect to find his beſt 
judged efforts checked by the ſtubbornneſs of pre- 
judice, and darkened by the miſrepreſentations of 
private views; diſconcerted by the caprice of 
fortune, or overpowered by the claſhings of real 
- or imaginary intereſts 4 the greater number of 


; 4 


1 


men he will find cannot reaſon, many will not; 


ſome are too proud to be taught, others too 
lazy; and that nine tenths of the world, actuated 


by different paſſions, however oppoſite in their re- 
ſpective ſentiments, will too often join in condemn- 
ing in the groſs a point perhaps of much real 
advantage, rather than be led to conviction by a 


candid and manly inveſtigation. / 


The high and very ſingular importance however 


* 


of the alliance which I have undertaken to nego- 
ciate between the Sovereign of my native country 


— 


and the Emperor of Hindoſtan, will I flatter my- 
ſelf render any apology unneceſſary for perſevering 
through every difficulty, regardleſs of undeſerved 


cenſure; and, in ſubmitting an undiſguiſed tale to 
the public eye, to leave it to every unbiaſſed mind 


to determine what degree of approbation or blame 
my conduct may appear to deſerve; or how far 
the arduous deſign I have purſued with ſteadi- 
neſs, at the riſk of life, fortune, and future views, 


would, if adopted, prove beneficial to the nation 
at large, and in a particular manner to the Eaſt In- 


h, 5 

In the courſe of the following ſheets I ſhall have 
frequent occaſion to expreſs myſelf freely with re- 
gard to meaſures; butſhall induſtriouſly avoid, as far 


the nature of the ſubject will allow, any reflection 
which may have a perſonal tendency ; as I would 
never wiſh that any private reaſons for reſenting un- 
' merited oppoſition, ſhould influence my conduct as 
a public man. Thoſe whoſe advantages ariſe from 


ſcenes of confuſion will everſtruggle tor their conti- 
nuance; - by ſuch therefore any attempt to bring 


_ anarchy. into order muſt always be combated, and 


recourſe will be had to every ſpecies of falſe co- 


louring to hide their real motives ; in ſuch ſitua- 
ot . tons 


3 1 


tions however it is the oh ſyſtem thats eþi- 


courages ſuch diſorders which ought to be repro- 
bated ; the faults of individuals are 1 natural and 
unavoidable conſequence; a man of candour, there- 
fore, will regret them as flowing from the imper- 
fection of human nature, and think — demand 
moe of his pity than his cenſure. 

To ſet in a proper light the very uncommon 


ſtation in which I at preſent appear, it may not be 


improper to give a flight ſketch of the brave, the 
amiable, though hitherto unfortunate Shah Al- 
lum, who'e hiſtory at large would furniſh a ſtriking 
inſtance of the. Au&uation of all human grandeur. 

This Prince is the great great grandſon of Au- 
rungzebe, the powerful ſovereign of one of the 
richeſt and moſt extenſive empires in the world, 
which then included that immenſe tract of country 
ſtretching from Tartary to Cape Comorin, and from 
Perſia to the frontiers of China. 

This mighty monarch, after a reign of above 
fifty years, | died in the 1507 of the Chriſtian 
ra. His ſon Bahader Shah mounted the throne 
of his father without his abilities; and was ſucceed- 
ed in 1712 by his eldeſt fon Fehandar Shah, grand- 
father of the preſent Emperor, who dying about 
eighteen months afterwards, the lineal ſucceſſion was 
then interrupted, his nephew Firrokhſere uſurping 
the government in prejudice to his ſon. This Prince 
| reigned ſix years, when being put to death by two 
ambitious Omrahs called the Seide, they placed on 
the throne Raffeih ul Dirjat, another grandſon of 
| Bahader Shah, who, after a ſhort reign of three 
months, being diſpatched by the hands that raiſed 
him, his brother Ra ffeib ul Dowla became the 
| Meeting monarch of a few days; when he was fuc- | 
_ ceeded by — alſo a grandſon of Bahader 


Shah, 
A 2 The 


C4 3 
Ihe firſt act of this prince's reign was to put to 
Ukath the two Seide, who had long tyrannized over 
tlie ſtate, exalting and depoſing monarchs at their 
pleaſure. The diſtractions flowing from the am- 
bition of theſe nobles gave the firſt blow to the 
Mogul empire, moſt of the Omrahs, either from 
envy or dread of their power, ſecking for ſafety 
in their reſpective governments, which they raifed 
by degrees into independent ſovereignties. 
Among the chief of theſe great lords were Nizam 
ul Mulluk, Soubadar of the Decan (father to the pre- 
ſent Souba) and Sadit, the Nabob of Oud. The for- 
mer of theſe, to call off the attention of the indolent 
Mohammed, and cover the better his own ambitious 
views, encouraged the Mabrattors to ravage the 
kingdoms of Aimere Malava, Biana, and Narvar , 
when the weak prince, not having ſpirit to meet 
them in the field, diſgracefully ſubmitted to be- 
come tributary to thoſe Rs EY and ſtipulated 
to pay them the Chout or fqurth part of the reve- 
nue of thoſe provinces they had attacked. 
This was a mortal wound to this puſillanimous 
prince's authority; fear, the only inducement to 
obedience in Hindoſtan, being now removed, 
every chieftain roſe into a prince, and ſet at nought 
the mandates of ſo wretched, ſo timid an admini- 
ON NL YO ˙¹¹ TT 6 
It would be improper here to enter into a detail 
- of the various intrigues. of the different nobles to 
eflabliſh their independency; it is neceſſary only to 
mark ſuch of the leaging lines as haſtened the 
dowafal of the emp, The Nizam and Sadit 
were competitors for power with Dewran the 
Captain- general, whom finding to have ſupe- 
riot intereſt, with his royal maſter, they formed 
the deſperatę reſoluyan of inviting, the er. 
_ adir 


+. 


E 8 } 
1 nd Saba of Pexſia, to attack their native coun 
The ee of the Perſſan gave a fatal blow wy 
the empire. The indolent Mogul made a ſurrender 
of all to the conqueror ; who feared him however 
ſo little, that he re-eſtabliſhed him in his ſovereign- 
ry, after annexing Candabar, Caboul, with many of 
the weſtern provinces to the crown of Per/ia,. and 
carrying off with him in gold and jewels, from the 
beſt authorities, above 123,000,000 |. ſterling, _ 
The two traitors, however, the Nizam and Sa- 
dit, were deſervedly treated by. Nadir in the moſt | 
contumelious manner. The latter in deſpair 
ſoned himſelf; but the other lived to have after- 


wards the chief management of the affairs of the 


empire, and died at Golconda in the year 1748, at 
the age of 104. 


Sadit was ſucceeded. as. Nabob of Oud b Seif- 
dar Jung (father of the preſent Suja ul Nowla) 
who, poſſeſſed of a ſmooth tongue and plauſible man- 
ner, without the leaſt ſpark of 1 courage, ſo 
neceſſary in ſuch diſtracted times, had by a fortunate 
co- incidence of circumſtances, roſe from a mean 


ſtation to the dignity of an Omrah, a Souba, and 

at laſt Vizier of the empire under Abmed this 

prince s ſucceſſor *. 
The 


Colonel Dew thus deſcribes Seifdar Fung : This fello - 
* was originally a merchant of Pirſa, known there by the 
* name of Abul Manſur he travelled to [dia to ſell his 
«© commodities, and was retained there as an accomptant by 
the famous Sadit, Nabob of Ou. he behaved ſo much to 
his maſter's ſatisfaction that he raiſed him to a command 
in the army, and conferred upon 1 his = hter in 
marriage.“ Mr. Dow, 1 in. another im 2 
„mean Perfran pedlar. This meanne of bis 1 ho- 
ever appears rather exaggerated, as the celebrated” Nujuff 
- Khan by hom I ſhall have occaſion to mention hereafter). in- 


formed ma at Dare, that he was of a good family in Rp. 
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The Emperor Mohammed died in the year 1747, 
Mer an unfortunate reign of 'near thirty years, 
during which he had ſeen his kingdom conquered, 
plundered, and diſmembered by a foreign prince, 
and torn to pieces by his own ambitions nobles, 
whom his authority was inſufficient to reſtrain. | 

He was ſucceeded by his fon Ahmed, who in the 


year 1753 was put to death by his Captain-general 


Ghazi ul Dien, a youth of eighteen years of age, 
and grandſon of the famous Nizam ul Multuk, 


Souba of the Decan. (Ghazi immediately releaſed 
from confinement Ezz al Dien, fon of Jebandar 


Shah, and father of the preſent Mogul, the eldeſt 


branch of the houſe of Timur, and enthroned him 


by the name of Alumgucer, taking upon himſelf at 
the ſame time the office of Vizi er. 


r foond bine 


nttle ſyperior to a ſtate pageant: he poſſeſſed the 


mere ſhadow of royalty without any thing of the 
ſubſtance, the young Vizier ruling every where 
with the moſt arbitrary deſpotiſm. 57 

The hiſtory of this reign from the acceſſion to 
the death of the King, is nothing but the hiſtory 


of the political intrigues and aſſaſſinations of the 


Vizier. Many of the moſt powerful Omrahs he 
took off by the dagger, whilſt he confiſcated the 
eſtates of others, who ted beyond his reach. 

Munnu, the gallant Souba of Labore, who had 
recovered that province from Aldallab, King of the 


but having madehimſelf obhoxt6us either.to the laws or to his 
prince, he had been obliged td ly his country; adding an 


f 
anecdote with regard to Him, Phat when he arrived at Delb; 


«© he was only in poſſeſſion of forty rupees, which he had 


* obtained by the fale of x Rutt (a kind of carriage) be- 


« longing to a poor peaſant, whom he had murdered on the 
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1 
Denronnies, and defended it againſt him for many 
years, being accidentally killed about this time F 
by a fall from his horſe, Abdallah ſoon ROONEY 
all he had loft ®. 

The ſucceſſes of Abdallah rouſed the enten 
of the Court of Delhi; it was reſolved that the 
Prince Ali Gober (now the Great Mogul) in con- 
junction with the Vizier, ſnould march Anainſt him; 
but Gbazi not thinking it his intereſt 1 to riſk an 
engagement with the Perſian, the great preparations, 
hich had drained. the royal treaſury, en 880 
in parade. 

From this ume the Prince became an object of 
the Vizier's jealouſy, and, together with his fa- 
ther, was confined as a priſoner of ſtate: about the 
year 1758 however he found means to make his 
eſcape, and, levying à body of men, he collected 
the revenues of the adjacent provinces; but, being 
inveigled to Delhi, on the oath of the Vizier, and 
the faith of a number of the Omrahs who ſwore. to 
protect him, he was betrayed, and again confingd 
by Ghazi in the houſe of one of the nobles, which, 
in Hindoſtan, are fortified like thoſe of the Ba- 
rons while the feudal ſyſtem prevailed in Euro 
here he remained two months, when the Vizier 
' wiſhing to have him ſtill more under his power, 
reſolved to remove him to the citadel, and fent 
W 0 Horſe to execute his md q 


\ 


—_ al Abdallah was 3 a Chubdar « or Mace-bearer 
to Nadir Shah: on the death of this prince he became 
chief of a band of robbers ; and having the fortune to inter- 

cept a Per/ian convoy of 3000 camels, laden with gold, arms, 
and proviſions, he immediately levied a great army, and. 

taking advantage of the diſtracted ſtate both of Perfa and 
Hindoſtan, mad hitnſe)f maſter of Candabar, Cabul, with fe- 

- veral other provinces lying between the two empires, and 

_ erected the whole into a kingdom called Ghi//ai, _ * 


The 
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his court: this Souba however having 
lanies of his father, and the co- incidence of inteſtine 
commotions, become an independent ſovereign, had 


143 
The Prince refuſed to comply; he ſhut the gates, 
and with a few friends defended the hovlie for two 


days againſt repeated reinforcements of the Vizier's 


troops; when ſeeing the impoſſibility of continuing 
the unequal conteſt, he formed the gallant reſolution 
of cutting his way through the enemy. He diſclo- 
fed the deſign to his friends, but only fix had the 
courage to accompany him in this deſperate attempt. 
The Raja Ramnat, Stidi Ali, and four common 


troopers mounted within the court on the morning of 


the third day, when the gate being ſuddenly thrown 
open, the prince at their head ruſhed forth ſword 


in hand, and hewed his way through thouſands of 
the troops of Ghazi, . One of the horſemen was 


Killed, Sidi was wounded, but the Prince and the 
reſt of his brave followers eſcaped unhurt. 
AtV1zierrabad he fell in with 1ttulrow the Mabrat- 


tor, whom he joined; but finding all this chief's views 


were only to raiſe contributions on the country in 
the Prince's name, he left him and repaired to 
Secundra, where Nijib ul Dowla, Bukhſkee or trea- 
ſurer of the Empire reſided, between whom and 
the Vizier a mortal enmity ſubſiſted: but this 


Omrah not joining heartily in his cauſe, he pro- 


ceeded for Lucknow, where Staa ul Dotola then kept 
by the vil- 


no wiſh to revive the power of the Empire: he 


made the Prince therefore a na/ir * of elephants, 
| horſes, and a ſmall ſum of money, and declined any 


further concern in his affairs. 10753 
The Prince Ali Gober, or as he was ſometimes 


called Shah Zadꝭ g, upon this diſappointment 
ſet out for Allahabad, then under the dominion of 


® Najir, i. e. a preſent. t The King's ſon. 


Mobammed Kuli Khan +, where they planned the 
invaſion of Bengal and Behar, to the Nabobſhip 
of which Lord Cliur had ſome time before raiſed 
Meer Faffier. Orders were in cohſequence iſſued 
to all the neighbouring Rajas ; and ſuch was the in- 
fluence of the mere name of the undoubted heir of 
the empire, that, without money, and ſupported 

only by a nabob of little power, he ſoon found 
himſelf at the head of above 60,000 men. 
Hle laſd ſiege to Patna; and had there been only 
Indian Powers to contend with, Meer Jaſſier and 
Ramnaran, the Nabob'of Bebar, would ſoon have 
been ſtripped of their dominions; but the ſuperior 

5 penis and bravery of a Clive ſtruck terror through 
his army. The eaſtern: Fae are great fataliſts; 
it is almoſt impoſſible to lead them to battle againſt 
a fortunate general; they conſider it as fighting 
againſt the Deity; and when once a man has the 
reputation of ſucceſs, nothing is too bold for him 
RTF... FEE OO 
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1 The unfortunate Shabzad? (ſays Mr. Scrafton) whoſs 
amiable character deſerved a better fate, ſoon perceived the 
Colonel (Clive). was the only obſtacle to his ſuceeſs; and 
having found he was not to be allured by the flattering pro- 
ſperity that for ſome time attended him, endeavoured now to 
make an impreſſion on him by his misfortunes. He repre- 
| ſented to the Colonel, in a very pathetic letter, the peculiar 
wretchedneſs of his fatg ;. ** That born to a crown, the per- 
* ſecution of the vizier had left him not a ſpot to reſt on 3 
„that he had no intentions againſt Meer Jaſſer's lite or go- 
_ «© vernment; that all he per. at was an army to make head. 
againſt the vizier; and if it pleaſed. God to favour his 
«© cauſe, the Colonel might command any advantages for 
« the Company er himſelf.” This the Colonel communi- 
cated to the Souba's fon'and Ramnaran, -who both agreed ir 
would be dangerous to have a 1 of the blood in any of 
the provinces; that he wer prove a conſtant ſource of 


* 


\ 
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Voarious were the difficulties under which this 
Prince afterwards ſtruggled, till he at length in the 
year 1764 ſurrendered himſelf into the hands of 
General Carnac at Geiah in Behar, It was here he 
firſt received intelligence of the murder of. his fa- 
ther Allumgucer, who had been aſſaſſinated by the 

 Vizier Ghazi ul Dien about four years before; and 
was ſoon after proclaimed emperor at Patna, 
The Britiſh however at this time not inclining to 
aſſiſt in placing him in his throne, he a ſecond - 
time had recourſe: to Suja ul Duwla, who in the 
mean time had got poſſeſſion of Allababad, in conſe- 
quence of the death of Mohammed Kuli Khan, 
whom he had cauſed to be aſſaſſinated at his devotions. 
_ S474 now thought the poſſeſſion of the King's 
perſon of importance; he treated him therefore 
with the farce of royalty, but he was no longer at 
liberty : he obliged Shab Allum to appoint him Vi- 
zier of the empire“, and to ue variety of 

om 80 ROY "hs 


lots and conſpiracies againſt the Souba; would draw on 
im the reſentment of the vizier, and finally involve the 
country in continual troubles. 'The Colonel therefore ſent 
back the meſſenger with a reſpectful letter, and a preſent of 
| five hundred gold Mohurs [about 1000 ſterling]. His be- 
haviour ſo charmed the prince, that he ſent him word he 
would force himſelf under his protection, and dare him to 
deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceſſitated to anſwer, 
that he acted under the gouba's orders, and would therefore 
by no means 'advife him to put himfelf in his power. In 
conſequence of which the anbappy Shabzad? was obliged to 
ſeek fome @ ves D BL et Hy ene 4,6 
 ® Ghazi l Dien, the former vizier, who at the age of five- 
and-twenty had put to death two emperors, and (according 
to Colonel Dow) had crowded into a few years of eanly youth 
more crimes and abilities than other conſummate villains have 
done into a long life of wickedneſs and treachery, findin 
 himfelf borne down by the ſuperior fortune of his rival Mi 
ul, whoſe cauſe had now been eſpouſed by dl 


ook 


r 5 
grants and deeds, under the ſanction of which he 
meant to aggrandize himſelf, and diſtreſs the neigh- 
bouring provinces _ Ds bee, x 


Abaut this time Ceſim Ali Khan, having been 
defeated by Major Adams, fled with an immenſe 
treaſure, and took ſhelter with Sja, whom he pre- 
vailed upon -to. march. down upon the Company's 
provinces: the King was of neceſfity in their 
train; they were routed by Colonel Monro at 
Buxar: the Soubas eſcaped; and Shah Allum once 
more ſought the protection of the Engliſh. _ 

The Britiſb politicks however ſtill would not ad- 
mit of their aſſiſting the Mogul. in the recovery of 
his capital; but the Cora province and part 
of Allahabad were allotted to him, by way of royal 
demeſne, for his ſubſiſtence z and in Hf month, of 
Auguſt 1765, as a further ſupport of his dignity, 
Ta Claes among other r ments, by rm 
treaty ſtipulated to allow him twenty-ſix lacks of 
rupees, in conſideration of his appointing the Zaf 
India Company to the Dewannee of Bengal, Behar, 
and Oriſſa f. v5 e | 


took refuge with a Rajah of the Fares ; and now wanders 
over the neighbouring provinces with a few  vagabonds, 
watching an opportunity of emerging again into power. 


4 Copy of the agreement whereby the Right Honourable Robert 
Tord Clive, on the part of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, 
agrees to pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of 
Bengal, nar, and Oriſſa, the fum of twenty-fix lacks, or 
325,000 J. per annum, ix gratitude for the. favours which 
ts Lordſhip and the Company had received from bis Imperial 
Majeſy. Dated 19th Auguſt 178688. 
| Articles of agreement with his Majefly. 2 
The Nabob Najim a! Dowla agrees to pay to his Ma- 
zeſty out of the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa, the 
Jum of 26 lacks of rupees * without any dedud . for 
F ͤ vb 


tun 
lab in the mean time, and th Mabratters 
seluged wich blood the capital and the wh pb 
rc > It is not however my intention to dwel 
on ſuch Ureadful ſcenes. The wretched Delbiang 
| Pe alternately under the yoke of thoſe ſavage 
monſters, as fortune gave foperiotiry ro their arms 
The Parfian, however, haying At ſength defeate | 
them in a pitched battle, in which they loſt above 
Bones men, he invited Sh lum to Delbi; but, 
too prudent to truſt thirnſelf with the barba⸗ 
rian, hi raiſed to the throne Fewwan Bukbt the Shab's 
Ee den ſon) under the tuition of Nijtb My ola, a 
then matched for Perfia, HEN 
Shah Allum, - during theſe envathioris;" Wande ic to 
lend the leaſt affiſtance to his dſſtreſſed ſubjects, 
remained at Allahabad till the ꝓar 1771, petſonally 
protected indeed by the Company; "Bur dente ever 
aid towards the recovery of Bis throne Often ha 
he enforced to them the facility with which; amid 
ſuch jarring factions, he © could est eſtabliſh 8 5 
"Fs PH N 73 + þ rr a 18 


5 q Bt? Ao wana 


atta,” en bills of.exchange, by regular month nts: 
amounting to RS. 216,666 10 Fe per month; the firſt pay- 
ment to commence from the 1 of September: of: dhe preſent 
year; and the Engliſh Company, i in confideration of his Ma- 
jeſty's having been gragiouſly. pleaſed. to gram them the De- 
wannee of Bengal, &c.. do engage 5e . l to be ſecurity 
or the regular payment of the ſame, It ſhall be pai month 
12 month from the factory of Parna to Rajab Sheta! abrey, or 
| whomſoever his Majelly may think proper to nominate, that 
it may be forwarded by him to the court; but in caſe the 
- territories of the aforeſaid Nabob ſhould be invaded by any 
foreign enemy, a deduction is then to be made out of the 
Aipulated revenue, Proportionably to the damage that may 
be ſuſtained / 
In -conhderation of Nojuff Khan's having joined the 
ag. forces, and ated an his Majeſty's ſervice in the late 
war, his. Majeſty. will be graciouſly. pleaſed to zllow, him the 
| wm of two lacks of rupees a year, to be. paid by equal 
bs TH monthly 


t 1 


his. dominions + u. had he explained the num- 
berleis advantage 8 Apen might thence accrue to 
their commrtial and political interefts, but in vainz 
yeever, vinderſt anding chit Delhi was in 
onof Zokd Khan: a Rohilla chief“ (fon of 

| vn have formerly mentioned, 

25 e of the Knpire) and that wth a ſmall 
army he could eafily- recover it, he applied for a 
few troops, - which the Governor, whe Pehl oy 
himſelf properly authorized to grant, he x Propeled . 
attempting it with his own force; t6 which the 
Governor and Council making no objection, he 
was accordin ly eſcorted to the frontiers of the 
Ga province by. Sir Robert Barker and Suja ul 
Dowla: Yet. fuch was his attachment to the 
Eugliſb, that although his duty to himſelf and-his 
ople made every cffort neceſſary that bad a pro- 
ate cceſs, at parting og with e * he 
0 iſe his feelings, the tears flowed 
is eyehr and for two Fit aftendants could 
bad F with him to * the ſmalleſt fal 


tenance. 


onthly p payments; the firſt pa ment to mene from the 
11 of September of the preſent N and in default thereof, 


the Engl CGhpany, who are guarantees for the ſame, will 

make it good Gur of the revenue allotted-to his Majeſty from 

the territories Bengal. If the territories of Bengal ſhould 

at any time he invaded, and on that account a Jedu dien 
be made cut I the royal revenue, in ſuch caſe a pro rtion- 

üble deduction ſhall alſo be 118 out ens e Khas's al- 
Zone. e 

Dated the 19th bf As. f 

Leufiltee, nn n 1765. 


bank 3 1 1 K. 1 copy. 


ALEX. CanPaRLL. 
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e of Pather Sho iis reat part of the country 
| betwben Delbi and Lucknow, one off Suja 11 Dowla's * 
falt towns in che province of Ond, | 

At 
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under the neceſſity of accepting, 


E14 

At Furathabad his Majeſty was joined by the 

 Mabrattors, who, from motives of private intereſt, 

Proffered him that aſſiſtance which the Engliþ had 

refuſed, and which, though n he was 
2 


under ine neceſſity. of accepting. The Robill 
chief fled at his approach; an he foon after entered 
Delbj, where he was received with open arms by 
his ſon Fewan Bukbt (whom , Abdallah had placed 
upon the throne) who immediately reſigned to his 

faber every enſign of royalt . 
Having thus [lightly touched upon ſuch of the 
principal lines of the Emperor's Hiſtory, as. ap- 


wh 


peared neceſſary to illuſtrate, the nature and ten- 


dency of my embaſſy, I ſhall now proceed to ex- 


have proceeded. . 


In the year 1768 J arrived in Bengal with the 


J 8 


plain che motives and principles upon which I 


appointment of Major in the Company's forces on 
that eſtabliſnment; and, as early as Gaasber I 759. 


1 conceived the idea of re-eſtabliſhing; the Em- 
peror on his 77 be advantages to my 
country, which I ſhall enlarge upon in the fol- 
lowing ſheets, ſtruck me forcibly ; and the invete- 


racy of the various factions among his Indian foes 


aſſured me of ſucceſs. 


A few days before I marched from Hazagunje : 


to. Bankypore I had been introduced to his Majeſty 
at Allahabad by Colonel Sir Robert Bar ter: but 


what was my aſtoniſhment to find a prince, born 


to one of the greateſt empires in the world, 2 


prince of amiable manners, of tried fortitude, 


courage, and ability, ſitting in a hut covered 
with ſtraw, hardly large enough to hold above 


twelve people; yet this hut was called the Dur- 
tar or Coprt of the Great Mogul ; and * 


5 „„ 
while protected by the Engliſh Eaſt 
, The refletions which aroſe in my mind from this 

circumſtance, joined to the obſervations I had 
made, and the intelligence I had received of the 
ſituation of the country, made ſo ſtrong an impreſ- 
fion on my mind; that when I arrived at Banky- 
pore I framed the rough draught of a plan, for raiſ- 
ing at my own expence a body of men ſufficient for 
reſtoring Shah Allum to the throne of his anceſtors, 
This ſketch I ſhowed to Mr. Rumbold, then Chief 
of Patna, and afterwards to Sit Robert Barker, 
from whom TI obtained leave to proceed to Calcutta 
to lay, it before the Governor and Council; but 
Mr. Cartier, not then judging the crifis favoutable, 
diſſuaded me from moving in it further at that 
. . f 
Peer ſtill the more I viewed it, the more I con- 
ſidered it as an ohject of great public utility, and 
only waited till the ſituation of the Company's af- 
fairs might induce their ſervants to look upon it 
in rg 1 unportant- habe. .; .-.__.. 
About two years afterwards, however, a circum- 
ſtance happened, which induced me to reſign the 
Company's feryice. Advices from England inform- 


dia Com- 


* On enquiring into the reaſon of this treatment, which 
appeared to me to border upon barbariſm, I was inform- 
ed, that his Majeſty had princely accommodations within 
the fort, but as they did not chooſe to admit his attendants 
and guards, be rather inclined to put up with the little in- 
convenient place in which I ſaw him. I could not however 
help reflecting on the honours paid to the Vizier Suja ul 
Dewla as he paſſed and repaſſed the Britiſh cantonments 
at Haxugunje, when the troops were ordered under arms, 

and he was ſaluted. with nineteen guns; whilſt his Ma- 
jeſty on his march to and from Fy/abad had not the leaſt no- 
Lice taken of him. 1 e 
— ed 
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ſerted below ®, | 


T 261. 
ed me that the Court of Directors had appointed 
Captain Eyres to the rank of oldeſt Major on the 
Bengal eſtabliſhment, as I ever conceived it there- 
fore to be in the higheſt degree unjuſt to promote 
one man over the heads of others, againſt whom not 


the moſt diſtant imputation could lie, I applied 
to Sir Robert Barker for leave to proceed for Cal- 


cutta to reſign my commiſſion ; I received from Sir 
Robert a polite anfwer, and immediately left Mon- 


gueer r. | 8 
On my arrival at Calcutta, previous to reſigning 
my commiſſion, I wrote to the Governor and Select 


Committee, encloſing propoſals relative to my plan, 

copies of which witk the Secretary's anſwer ate in- 

Mon e 
1 To Major John Morriſon, of the Third Brigade. 


rp TS n, 


In conſequence of your Application to proceed to the pre- 


ſidency, in order to refigy the Honourable Company's ſer- 
vice, I now grant you my permiſſion; and take this opportu- 
nity to aſſure you, that during the time you have been under 
my command, your conduct and behaviour has been In every 
reſpe& ſatisfaftory, gnd you may make uſe of this letter on 
all occaſions where you. chipk ink my recommendatio may tend 
to your intereſt. 2 85 N WEI 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
xp XN. Banges. 


Members of the Select Committee. 
Fonourable Sir and Sirs, „ 
If the incloſed propoſals, which I have the honour to 
lay before you, meet with your proba, I humbly pro- 
Poſe to ſet off immediately to lay them before the Emperor of 


Hindoftan to obtain his conſent, — with ſuch powers 
actory to the Honour- 
able. 


from his Majeſty as may be ſatis 


1 | 17 3 | _ 


Finding my intelligence from England ſoon after- 
wards chunt by the arrival of Major Eyres, I ap- 
plied to the Preſident and Council for AO} but 

on 


able Court, of Directors, before whom TI propoſe to de. 
liver them in perſon for their final determination. 
If I am ſo happy as to meet with your concurrence, 1 
humbly requeſt that you would be pleaſed to indulge me 
with a brevet of Lieut. Colonel, and an eſcort of twenty 
| horſe, with letters to the King, and to his Vizier Szja l 
| Dowla, acquainting them with your approbation and my 
deſig vn 
I am, with Bie reſpect, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
"0 Calcutta, © es moſt obliged and moſt 
5 _ oth" "yy 8155 deen humble ſervant, 
8 | I eee 


9 he ad, of 1005 Morriſon, E/q; Major in the Third Bri- 
| gade, commanded by Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker, 
Knight, Commander in Cay of the Honourable Eaſt India 5 
Company s forces. 


le begs leave to make the following nropolals t to the "OY 

nourable the Preſident, & e. Members of the Select Com- 

mittee. 

That he will undertake to ralſe for the 8 of the Ho- 
nourable Company two thouſand horſe, and eight thouſand 
ſepoys, with their officers complete. 

That as he does not intend to put the Company to the 
leaſt unneceſſary expence, he propoſes to put them into the 
ſervice ef the King, with this reſtriction, that if the Honour- 
able Company's ſettlements ſhall be invaded by any power 
whatſoever, they ſhall march to their aſſiſtance, when de- 
manded by the Honourable the Preſident and Members of 
the Select Committe. 

That they ſhall then receive from the Honourable Com- 
pany, from the date of their marching orders, che ſame pay 
and gratuity as the Honourable Company's troops. 

That as arms and accoutrements will be wanting, with 
twenty-four field-pieces, and ſome battering cannon, he pro- 
poſes two lacks of rupees a year ſhall be : paid to the Honours 
able Company for their uſe. * 

That as European officers will be neceſſary, for the dic. 

cplining and aa. the horſe, 955 the different bat- 

: * on; 


/ 


GF 
on their aſſuring me, that it was not in their power, 
the orders from the Court of Directors being po- 
ſitive, I deſired leave to reſign the ſervice, Which 
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talions of Sepoys, he propoſes that ſuch a number be incor- 
porated as may be thought neceflary for that purpoſe. 
That every officer, on his being appointed to this corps, is 
to take an oath of fidelity to the Company, that he will 
always promote to the utmoſt of his power the intereſt of the 
Company, and obey from time to time all ſuch orders as he 
may receive from the Honourable the Preſrdent and Mem- 
bers of the Select Committee, or their commander in chief. 


——— — 


- — — 2 
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That as“ cloth, warlike ſtores, &c. will be wanting, he- I 
_ propoſes the purchaſe to be made from the Honourable Com- 1 
pany. ; Ce. E 3 
He begs leave to point out ſome of the many advantages 3% 
this body of troops will be of to the Company. They will 3 
always be ready in caſe of any emergency; they will be at 


hand to counteract any part the enemies of the Company 
may take, and keepithe Mabrattors in Wwe. 

They will take from the Company 'yearly large quantities 

of their ſtaple commodities, . and may be the meatis of ex- 


tending their commerce through the Mogul empire 2 

If the Company's ſettlements on the Coaſts ſhould be at. 
tacked, by their making a diverfion- in: their. favour they 3 
might render the Company the utmoſt ſervice: :- 5 4 


f theſe propoſals are agreeable to the Honourable the Pre- 4 
ſident and Members of the Select Cömmittee, he will with . © 
their permiſſion lay them before the King; if he approves of bh 
them, he will then wait on the Honourable Court of Di- F 
rectors for their approbation, or follow ſuch directions as the- 1 

| Honourable the Preſidęnt and Metabers of the: Select. Com- IJ 
mittee ſhall think proper to give the. vv 

SIR, VVT | : | 1 
I am directed by the Honourable the Preſident and Mem- 4 
bers of the Select Committee to inform you, that after having | 
iven the moſt attentive peruſal to your memorial they nuke 1 
er the general tendency of * to be in every degree 
inadmifſible, and to which, from their duty to the _ 

pany, they are obliged to give the moſt abſolute diſcourage · 

ment; but they at the ſame time deſire me to affure you, 

$8017: | een, that 
* | 


7 


T a9 ] 


Was accordingly complied with, and a certificate 
ſent me of my behaviour while J had the honour 
of bearing the Company's commiſſion ® .. 


that from your general good character, they are perſuaded a 
zeal for the Company's intereſt has been a chief motive with 
you in forming a ſcheme of this nature. I am farther ordered 
to ſignify to you their entire approbation and good opinion 
of your military abilities. e | 
: 4551 7" le irs 
Fort Millan, Your moſt obedient Tervant, 
7th Dec. 1771. | | W. Hoszxa 
t | Sec. Sel. Com. 


'* To.the Honoarable John Cartier, Ei; Prefident, and the 
; Council at Fort William. | bs 
Honourable Sir and Sirs . 5 
From. my. firſt appointment in Bengal I was reſolved to: re. 
commend. myſelf to.the Gentlemen in e by a cloſe and 
diligent diſcharge of that truſt the Court of Directors was 
pleaſed to inveſt-me with, How well I have performed my 
part J appeal to you, gentlemen, to my general, and to 
every officer I have had the honour to ſerve with. 5 8 
Before my arrival three Lieutenant- colonels and three 
ſupernumerary Majors were added to the eſtabliſhment : this 
Was a grievance I did not complain of, as F hoped for the 
like indulgence When I came to he kno-]õ w. 
On the death of that good and excellent officer Major Du- 
carral, J applied to the General to be removed to the Se- 
poy corps, for which there is no additional pay or batta. In 
anſwer to which the, general wrote me, * 
„Whenever :I have an opportunity of obliging Major 
4 Morriſan, I ſhall think myſelf happy in ſo doing; you 
e ſhall be removed to the Sepoy corps. This letter was 
dated Ogober 1770. 553 e 
When the General arrived at Danapour, Lieutenant-colo- 
-nel:Leflie made known his intentions of returning to Europe 
by the ſhips of the ſeaſon: as I was the oldeſt Major, I ex- 
pected to ſucceed to-Lieutenant-colonel: Leſſie, and of courſe. 
to the command of the battalion which I had formed and diſ- 
<iplined. RT Oh, eG, 1 . 
On Lieutenant-colonel-#/7inwwoed”s reſignation, Major To/- 
tingham was appointed a Lieutenant-colonel; therefore I 
. — . ; looked 


4 
In this place I cannot help obſerving, that there 
does not exiſt a more illiberal, a more unjuſt ſyſtem 
than that of ſuperceſſion without the ſhadow of 
175 | complaint z 


looked upon it as my right to ſuccced to Lieutenant-colonel 
_ Leſlie, when he reſigned, as it made no addition to the eſta- 
bliſhment. | | E ; 3 | 
I have had the mortification to ſee a younger Major taken 
from a general court martial, on which he was a member, 
fitting at Calcutta, ſent three hundred miles to command at 
Mongueer, when I was at Bankypore, only ninety-fix from 
that place: this, however, I did not think much of; but 
when the ſame Major was in December 1770 taken from the 
Sepoy corps of the ſecond brigade, to command the Sepoys of 
the third, under Lieutenantscolonel Gailliex at Allahabad, 
T felt myſelf injured; I waited on General Barker, made 

known my intentions of quitting the ſervice, and returnin 
to Europe by the laſt ſhip of the ſeaſon : but before I had 
ſettled my affairs to proceed to Calcutta, an order arrived fot 
the third brigade to take the field, I changed then my re- 
ſolution, as the long wiſhed-for opportunity, I thought, was 
arrived of convincing my noble patron, Lord North, I was 
not unworthy of his favours. He had recommended me to 
the Court of Directors with the ardour of a friend, ſupported 
my intereſt with his whole weight, and in a manner ſtaked 
his honour for my abilities. Till I had diſcharged him, 
therefore, of his obligations to the Company in my appoint- 
ment, I could have no thought for myſelf, The hiſtory of 
that campaign you are well acquainted with : the opportu- 
nity was loſt of returning to Europe, as the brigade did not 
return to quarters till the 4th of Max. 
I am now again ſuperſeded by Captains Wilding and Eyres, 
the firſt reſtored to his rank as Lieutenant-colonel, the ſecond 
appointed a Major: this is a rank he had no right to, by 
the rank he had in the army when he reſigned: he was then 
a Captain next before Captain Heſman. e | 
his is the fourth time I have been ſuperſeded fince I ar- 
rived in the country, by Captains Wildins, Goddard, and 
Eyres, and Lieutenant-colonel Hinwwood ; the three firſt were 
Captains for ſome months after my arrival, and the fourth, 
Lieutenant-colonel Jinword, was taken from the artillery. 
Is this a reward for my faithful and diligent ſervices? to 
you, gentlemen, I appeal. e N 
I mug. 


ſ 21 ] 
complaint; nor among the many bad meaſures 


which have been driving the Company to the verge 
of ruin, could one be conceived. of a more per- 


nicious 


I muſt therefore beg leave to reſign the Honorable Com- 
pany's ſervice, a fervice in which IJ cannot remain with ho- 
nour or ſatisfaRion to myſelf, till I meet with redreſs from 
the Court of Directors. 

I propoſe returning by land; the route I intend to take i is, 
by Fy/abad, Dun, Caboul, Candabar, throu gh 29 and 
Ruffia. + 
I claim your protection as a Britiſh ſubjekt, and requeſt, 
as a particular favour, you will — — every aſſiſtance in 
your power. — am, with great re 115 

Honourable Sir an Sirs, 
Calcutta, | Your moſt obedient 
es ON, £777, CIS and very humble ſervant, 
ET DOR "Jon MorRISoN, 


2 From the Prefident 2 Council, December 1675 177 I. 


7 'To Major John Morriſon, 
+ + 4 
By the Lionouable the Preſident and Council I am directed 

to acknowledge the receipt of your addreſs to them, and to 
acquaint you in reply, that, the Honourable the Court of 

Decor have been pleaſed to direct, that every officer who 
may apprehend himſelf to be a grieved i 1s to lay his caſe be- 
fore the Board, and ſhould it be referred to the deciſion of 
the Directors, he is to remain in Jadia until their orders can 
be ſent thereon ; for if he goes to England they declare they 
ſhall look upon "his reſignation as an effectual dar againſt his 
being employed again. 
The Board deſire that you will give due conſideration to 
this order of the Directors; after which if you ſtill remain 
fixed in your determination of reſigning the ſervice and re- 

turning to England, they are ready to receive your commiſ- 
| fon, and grant you leave to Procene ron g to your ſirſt 
intentions, 

| I am, Sir, 

Fort William, ' Your moſt obedient "TY 

eth Dep. 1771, W. Wrxxs See. 


To 
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i nicious tendency, When a gentleman goes to In- 
lj dia, either in the civil or military lines, with a 
ll probability of riſing in a courſe of years, it will 
| e 550 _ 5 operate 
ll | To the Honourable John Cartier, E/7; Prefident, and the 
I e Counril of Fort Williax. 
Il Honourable Sir and Sirs, „F 
ö In anſwer to a letter, dated December 16th, which I had 
0 che honour to receive this day at one o' clock from your Ho- 
fit nourable Board, rouge our Secretary Mr, Wynne, I beg 
ll leave to point out the eftabliſhment, and my ſtanding in this 
0 army; ſuch as was ſhewn to me on my appointment, by the 
It then Honourable Chairman, Mr. Rows. 442 
It | Colonels, Richard Smith, Sit Robert Barker, Fofeph Peach, 
il LiEUTENANT-COLON&LSs, Charles Chapman, Alexander 
10 Champion, Hugh Grant, Charles Pemble, George Sempil, 
li Mathew Leſe. ATE on Mito aro; 
i! . Majors, Primroſe Gailliez, Gelbert Ironſide, James Mor- 


1006 | gan, Anthony Polier, Douglas Hill, John Cummins, 2 


hl | Engliſh John Morriſon, William Blair. Ws 

1 ou ſee, gentlemen, my real ſtanding in this army, is 

j 1 next to Lieutenant-colonel Cummins; I hope you will not 1 
160 think this an imaginary grievance, nor condemn me for the 1 


i | reſolution I have taken to return to Zzrgpe, to regain, if 
_ poſſible, the rank I have loſt; if it was in your power, I am 
Fally convinced I ſhould not have occaſion to undertake this 
Journey. | | py 3 . 
1 I am ſorry I ſhould differ in opinion from the Honourable 
It ll the Court of Directors, but it is impoſſible for me to ſerve 
| 
| 


Wh requeſt you will favour me with - oartibonte of my beh 2 I 


11 in the ſituation I am now in, nor have I fortune ſufficient to 
1. maintain me in this country till ſuch time as an anſwer 1 
. could be received; as it is, by the time I land in England, I | 
| j  fhall have diminiſhed my private fortune — conſiderably, 9 
i: | fnce I have been appointed to the Honourable Company's 

10 ſervice. 

It] 


11 viour, c. during the time I have had the honour to ſerve. 3 
i 1 in Bengal. 5 Pe : 5 _ I 
41 E I am, with great reſpect, Z 
Ill KEW Honourable Sur and Sirs, ; 
Wl Calcutta, Your moſt obedient 3 


13th Dec. 1771. and very humble ſervant, 
1 Joun Mok RISs ON. 


Certificate 
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operate as ſtrong a ſecurity for his good behaviour, 
and he will paſs through the hampered ſubordinate 
ſtations with chearfulneſs and attention to the Com- 
pany's intereſts. But once deprive him of this 
hope, once convince him that intereſt at home 
will outweigh ſervices abroad, you cool his ardor, 
you render Fin careleſs of the public weal, and force 

kim in deſpair to graſp at any immediate oppor- 
tunity of improving his fortune, however incon- 
| fiſtent with the general good. Moneyleſs merit, 
daily experience will inform him, never attracts at- 
tention, whilſt all powerful gold will cover a mul. 


titude of fins. To cenſure individuals abroad 
therefore for deviating from the path of integrity is 
abſurd, whilſt the example is ſet them here at 
home; the fountain mult be pure if we expect a 
i Re I FRO 3 
HFaving taken my leave therefore of a ſervice 
which has hitherto been conducted on the worſt of 
principles, and informed Governor Cartier (of 
whoſe integrity and politeneſs J ſhall ever en- 
tertain the higheſt efteem) that I propoſed re- 
turning to Europe by land, he did me the 
honour of giving me recommendatory letters to 


| Certificate from the Preſident and Council. 
This is to certify to all whom it may concern, that Ma- 
jor John Morri/on has ſerved the Honourable the Eaſt India 
Company as a Major of infantry on their Bexgal military 
eſtabliſhment for the ſpace of more than three years, during 
which time he has always performed his duty with the intire 
approbation of his ſaperiors, and has preſerved the repyta- 
tion of a gentleman, and a good and gallant officer. 
Given under our hands and the ſeal of the ſaid Com- 
pany at Fort Wilkam, the 24th December 1771. 


Joan CARTIER. 


| | 8 Wu. ALDERSEY. 
W. Wynne, Sec. Jos ER JexYLL. 
EY P. DAcREs. 
Tromas LANE. 


his 


[ 24 ] 
his Majeſty Shah Allum, to Sujah ul Dowla, Mu 
neera ul Dowla, and Nujuff Khan . My principal 
reaſons for taking the route by Delhi, Candahar, and 
Perfia were to know Shah Allum's ſentiments with 
regard to the propoſals I had given in to the Select 


Committee, and at the ſame time to make obſer- 


vations on the political and commercial principles 


of the different countries through which I might 


have occaſion to paſs. 
On the 2oth December 1771, I accordingly left 


Calcutta, and arrived on the 6th of February 1792 at 
the Rumna f near {y/abad, where Sir Robert Barker 


was encamped. I waited on the General next day, 
when he informed me that there was a probability 


of a war with the Mabrattors; upon which I pro- 


poſed to him to delay my journey, and ſerve under 
him as a volunteer without pay; he thanked me, 
but declined my offer. ee 


On the 8th Sir Robert, with Suja ul Dowla 


marched for Lucknow I accompanied them. We 

arrived there the 13th, where having delivered Go- 
vernor Cartier's letter to Suja, and to Muneera ul 
Dowla, T took my leave on the 15th, after receiv- 
ing further recommendatory letters from the Ge- 


neral and the Vizier to his Majeſty. 


On the 2d of April I reached the royal camp 


near Paturgur, at the foot of the Sezwalikh hills; 


and next day I delivered my letters at a public au- 
dience. , | 


On the 6th 1 had the honour of a private con- 
| ference with the King, when I firſt learned that 


This is the ſame Nga Khan mentioned in the treaty 
between the King and Lord Clive, inſerted page 11. He is 


one of the Shah's principal generals, commanding a body of 
z ooo Moguls, his own immediate dependants, 


1 Rumaa ſignifies a park. 


Governor 
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Governor Haſtings, who by this time had ſucceeded 


Mr. Cartier, had ſtopped his Majeſty's revenue of 
_ twenty-ſix lacks, ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated by treaty 


to be paid him on the ſole condition of his ap- 


pointing the Company to the Dewannee of the 


enfee provinces... wy 
To account for this ſtep, on the principles of 


Juſtice, was impoſſible, In the treaty with Lord 


Clive (who owes the high eſtimation he ſtands 
in with the Indian ſtates to his firm unalterable ob- 
ſervation of engagements) no condition  whatſo- 


ever is required of his Majeſty but the aſſignment 


of the Dewannee. He might the next hour have 
proceeded unqueſtioned ta Agra, Delhi, Lahore, or 


any other place in his dominions. But he did not; 


a friend to the Engliſb, he ſought in every ſtep their 


* 


| DO oat a An opportunity offered, which he 
thoug 


ht favourable for the recovery of his capital, 
he requeſted the Company's aid, particular views 
prevented his obtaining it; he then propoſed the 


attempt with his own power, when the Governor and 


Council not only conſented, but Sir Robert Barter 
eſcorted him to the frontiers of the Cora province 
with part of the Company's troops; and the revenue 
was ſtill continued to be paid till a change of admini- 


ſtration producing a change of ideas, every pre- 
tenſion to juſtice was ſacrificed to a zeal (perhaps? 


though certainly a very miſtaken one, for the Com- 
pany's intereſt, „ 

Such a diſhonourable blow to the law of nations 
and to the Britiſb faith ſtruck me in the moſt for- 


cible manner; and I could not help looking for- 


ward to the baneful tendency of this diſregard to 
all truth, and the moſt ſacred of engagements. 
Good faith is one of the greateſt virtues of ſo. 


ciety; the want of it throws a ſhade over all the 


reſt; and ſtates as well as individuals muſt ever 
5 D 8 1 


— 


5 
ke affected in proportion to the regard they pay to 
it. The old Romans owed more to their ſteady at- 
tention to good faith, both in the acquiſition and 
preſervation of dominion, than even to their ſu- 
perior military abilities; and nothing can ever give 
more importance to the character of any nation, 
than an inviolable adherence to their plighted ho- 
nour, which no imaginary temporary advantage 
ought ever to induce them to ſet at nought. Yet 
is it a truth, too well authenticated to be queſtioned 
now, that Britiſh faith, ſo juſtly famed in every 
Chriſtian ſtate, has, in India, hardly ever had any 
other ſtandard than the will of the chiefs for the time 
being; the moſt ſolemn treaties entered into by one 
governor with the country powers having, accord- 
ing as ambition, intereſt, or caprice dictated, been 
cancelled by his ſucceſſor without the ſhadow of 
reaſon. Such proceedings, however, though conſo- 
nant to the fhott-ſighted views of arbitrary deſpo- 
tiſm, which never acts upon the principles of juſtice, 
but when forced by neceſſity, muſt caſt the fouleſt 
ſtain on Britiſb honour, which only a very op- 
poſite conduct can ever wipe away, = 
Machiavel himifelf, who conſidered breach of 
public faith as a maſter-ſtroke in politicks, when 
important and certain advantages attended the vio- 
lation, recommends to his prince to be tenacious of 
his engagements, when it was his intereſt to adhere 
to them. Had therefore Machiavelian principles 
alone directed the conduct of India affairs, nothing 
could have been more wretched than the policy 
which the leaders have on various occaſions pur- 
ſued with regard to a monarch, whom every idea of 
honour and real intereſt intitled to treatment of a 
very different nature, and which I flatter myſelf the 
following ſheets will more clearly demonſtrate. 


The 


1 27 7 


The conference with the King being over, I 


went by his Majeſty*s deſire to the Raja Ramnat, 


who uſed every argument to induce me to enter 
into Shah Allum's ſervice, which I for the preſent 


declined, ſeeing no 1 from the behaviour 
of the Governor and Council, that any proper un- 


derſtanding could be mediated between them. Re- 
ſolving therefore to purſue my route without de- 


lay, I ſent on the gth an arzeeF to the King, de- 
firing permiſſion to leave his camp; but about two 
hours afterwards I received a meſſage from the 
Raja Ramnat, wiſhing to ſee me, with an apology 


that a ſlight indiſpolition prevented him from wait- 


ing upon me. I attended him accordingly in the 
evening, when he informed me that the King 


would give me a carte-blanche if I would remain 
with him; hinting at the ſame time, that it was a 


doubt whether his Maj jeſty would conſent to my 
departure. I told him 1 was obliged to the King 
for his offers; but as I ſhould never purſue my 


own intereſt unleſs it coincided with that of my 
King and country, I thought I could not, conſiſt- 


ently with my duty to either, accept of his propo- 
fals, unleſs J could at the ſame time be in any way 


conducive to promote the glory of my ſovereign, 


and the advantage of my fellow ſubjects; but that 


if the plan I ſhould lay down could be adopted in 
its full extent, I ſhould then ſerve him to the beſt : 


of my abilities. 
Whilſt theſe. preliminaries were in agitation I 


happened to go one day to the Durbar, where 1 


could not help being ſhocked at the diſreſpect, nay 
even inſult with which the deſcendant of the great 


NB amerlane Was treated by the brutal ener, 


+ Arxee bgnifies a letter or petition. 
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{ 28 3 
Fired with indignation, I haſtened to the tent of 
the Raja Ramnat, and propoſed, if the King would 

Boy me the command of his Sepoys for a few 

lays, to extricate him from that humiliating ſitua- 

tion, or perifh in the attempt: that I would im- 

mediately attack Paturgur, and put his Majeſty in 
poſſeſſion of the treaſure it contained t; and if Nu- 

Juff Khan would join me with his Moguls, I did not 
1 a doubt of beating the Mabrattors 1 in the 

* Held 

The Raja told me that he would conſult with 
ſome others of the Omrahs, and next day let me 

know the reſult of their deliberations. I went ac- 

cordingly at the time appointed, and found them 
in council; when they intreated that I would drop 
the idea of ſuch an attempt, as, ſhould the deſign 

Teach the ears of the Mabrattors, they could not 
inſure my life an hour, It was impoſſible to think 

highly of the ſpirit of thoſe nobles, who could 
thus tamely ſubmit to the galling yoke of ſuch in- 

human ſavages, whoſe treatment of their ſovereign 
and themſelves was marked with every indignity, 
when a favourable opportunity offered of ſhaking 
it off. The propoſed attempt was- by no means 
raſh ; for one bold effort, and the treaſure of Pa- 
turgur, would ſoon have drawn thouſands to the 
royal ſtandard, The Mabrattors by their cruelties 
and exactions had rendered themſelves every 
where the objects of general horror; ſo that affec- 
tion for the King, revenge for oppreſſion, and the 
hopes of plunder, would have operated univer- 


Pe: A fort taken by the 3 from Zabda 8 in 
which, according to general belief, there was then above 


1, 500, ooo |. Sterling; it was poorly guarded, and open on two 
ſides, — 


ſally I 


c 2 1 


ſa ally tothe defi 

probe of fccels been in the leaſt promiſing. 

Returning to my. tent. 1 met by the way the 
abob 


Cabo, of which place be had deen Gevernae un- 
der the famous 4bdallab King of Ghiſni, I deſired 


of him a route of the way he had come, as I pur- 


poſed in two days to purſue the ſame tract. He 
ae me however to drop my reſolution, as the 


whole country on that fide Was in commotion: 
that having incurred the diſpleaſure of Abdallah, 
Private orders had been ſent to the next in command 
to diſpatch him, and ſend his head to Candabar, 


where that prince then reſided; but having received 
intelligence of his danger, he had eſcaped from 


Caboul with 200 horſe, only twenty-nine of whom 
had arrived with him, the reſt being all killed or 
deſperately wounded in various encounters with 
the inhabitants of the intermediate provinces, who 
were all in arms. This information making it 
| impoſſible for me to think of proſecuting my ori- 


22 deſign, I determined to return by the way 


of Delbi, Surat, Baſſora, and the Deſart. 
On the x4th I accordingly went to the Durbar, 


to take leave of the King, when his Majeſty re- 


newed the propoſals formerly made me by the Raja 
Ranmat with regard to entering into his ſervice, 
He was joined by bis fon, the Prince Jewan Bukbt 
but I repreſented to them, that without the con- 


ſent of his Britannick Majeſty, I could not accept 


of the honour intended me; whilſt at the ſame 


time, without money, arms, and military ſtores, it 


would be impoſſible now to make head againſt the 


Mabrattors, and confirm the obedience of the 
_ provinces. 


His * then propaſed that I mould write 
a d 


Erudtion of thoſe miſcreants, had the | 


2 able Company, and permit ſuch a number. of officers to re- 


L 30 3 


to the Governor and Council for arms and ſtores ; 


but I obſerved that I conceived it by no means 


robable that they would comply, after having 
Ropped his revenue, and at the ſame time was not 
certain whether they had powers, without orders 


from the Court of Directors. His Majeſty thought 


the ſtopping of his revenue was ſo inconſiſtent with 
the boaſted honour of the Engliſh, that he did not 
doubt but the Governor would reflect on the in- 
juſtice and bad policy of the meaſure; and that if 
I would therefore apply for 4900 ſtand of arms, 
500 carbines, 20 pieces of cannon of different bores, 


with ammunition in proportion, he would give me 


2 dukhla or order on the Company for four lacks 


of rupees to defray the expence; and that with re- 
gard to powers he ſuppoſed there could be no doubt, 
| 45 8 
cannon, arms for two battalions of Sepoys, with 
tumbrils and various kinds of ſtores. To this I 


ad lately ſupplied him with four pieces of 


replied, that, to ſatisfy his Majeſty, I would make 
the experiment, though 1 could not hope for 


ſucceſs, 


I wrote accordingly; but notwithſtanding that the 


Propoſals, as conrained | in my letter *, appeared 


highly 


F 7 whe Maple ans mene Fe Pref ſdent, and Coun- 
cil of Calcutta. 


- Hopcurable Sir and Sirs, 
At the earneſt requeſt of the King, I have conſented q ſtay 
with him. The terms on which I have agreed is, to raiſe 
for his Majeſty four thouſand Sepoys and five hundred 


borſe; but if the territories of the Company ſhall be invaded 
by any power whatſoever, I have leave to march to whatever 


ſettlement may want thęir aſſiſtange, or to make 2 diverſion 
in their favour. 


J hope you will think this advantageous for the. Honour 


ſign 


. 

highly beneficial to the Company, without a ſingfe 

eireumſtance to counterbalance the advantages, the 

Governor and Council did not think proper to re- 
1 turn 


ſign the Company's ſervice as are willing to enter into this 
corps. 1 | 4 
b if it is agreeable to your Honourable Board to ſupply me 
with cloths, arms, and military ſtores, ready money will be 
paid for them by my agent Mr. Killian. 
The King has given me a bill on the Honourable Com- 
pany for four lacks of rupees, which bill I have ſent to Mr, 
| Killican; two lacks are to be laid out in arms, military ſtores, 
cloths, &c. and the other two remitted to me, for the ſubſiſ- 
tence of the four thouſand Sepoys and five hundred horſe, 
which are to be raiſed immediately, if agreeable to your 
Honourable Board,  _ | SE LIST > 
I could cloath the Sepoys with a coarſe cloth made here; 
but my whole ambition is to promote the intereſt of my 
countty by taking off her commodities, which makes me 
very defirous of being ſupplied by your Honourable Board 
with whatever I may want, on your own terms, . 
Such a body of men as I have mentioned, commanded by 
Engliſh officers, will be no leſs advantageous to the Honour- 
able Company than it will be to individuals, as great ſums of 
money may be drawn from this country, for the Furopean, the 
(China, and the ſtaple commodities of Bengal and Behar, with 
more than a hundred per cent. profit; your remittances ſure, 
as the money may be given to the King, or to Mju Khan, 
for the commodities ſold, and that money deducted from the 
tribute paid to the King, or from Nujuff Khan's jaguier. 
The King will give Allababad as a place of arms; Agra I 
ſhall march againſt as ſoon as I am in a condition, and 1 
hope ere fix months to give you a good account of Somero. 
If I am fo fortunate as to take Agra, it will be given as a 
place of arms; ſo that from Calcutta to Delhi (where the King 
will alſo give you a place for a factory) will be open to you, 
with every aſſiſtance in my power, ſuch as eſcorts for your 
boats, &c. &c,——You might then be able to withdraw 
your troops from the Cora province and Allahabad, as this 
corps might anſwer every purpoſe intended by them, which 
will fave the Honourable Company a great expence, as the 
Sepoys llationed there may be employed wherever they 
may be wanted, MS 1 FEE : 
The artillery and ſtores wanted are in the incloſed 70 
5 1 I tha 
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leſs I meet with the approbation and affiſtance of 


the Honourable Company's ſervice; yet you wilt 


t 42 1 
turn an anſwer. I wrote alſo about the ſame time 


anſwer, and my reply are given below- r. 
8 1 „ | es | In 
I ſhall take it as a particular favour, if you will let pe 

know as ſoon as poſſible the anſwer you are pleaſed. to give 
this letter, that I may take my meafures aceordingly: in- 


ak four FTo- 
nourable Board, I ſhall proceed on my journey to Burch by 
land, | ee 9 


II you will permit my letters to be diſpatched by your 


Dauks to and from Allababad, you will oblige me much; 


from thence to Delhi I will lay harcarras, ſo that letters 


| from your agents, c. may be carried by my harcappas io 


and nn. TT Rn, 
If this ſcheme take effect, I mall give up all pretapions to 

nd me 
no leſs aſſiduous to promote the Honourable Company's in- 


_ tereſt, than the moſt faithful of her ſervants, and always 


ready to co-operate with her views; with ſuch a force as I 
have mentioned to your Honourable Board, the Mabrattort 
durſt not attack the Company's territories, as I ſhould im- 
mediately fall upon their rear, or makea diverſion by march- 
ing into their country. 3 8 
Whatever may be your ſentiments in regard to my preſent 
conduct, for preferring the ſervice of the Emperor of Hin- 
doſtan to that of the Honourable Company, I hope ſoon 
to convince your Honourable Board, that I am worthy of 
every truſt you will pleaſe to confide iin "x 

Camp-near \._ Your moſt obedient, 

Nijibabad, and very humble ſervant, 
26th April 1772. | Joan Moreton, 


+ 2 General Sir Robert Barker, 
81K, i | 5 . 
Your ſervant, Fido Allis, for the firſt time called on me 
laſt night, which prevented me the pleaſure of writing to 
you before; I ſuppoſe he was the perſon you el to 
me, who, on my arrival in camp, would wait on me, re- 


ceive my letters, and convey them to you. News I have 


none at preſent but what you have heard; the King is in- 
ſulted by the Mabrattors; his whole camp, I ſhould rather 


ſay his rabble, ſeem to ſtand in great awe of them; they 


havg 


Pl p 


3 „ 
- In the mean time, till anſwers might be ex- 
peed, I went to Delhi, where the king arrived 
about the end of F#ly ; ſoon after which receiving 

„„ (if advice 


have ſeized all the treaſure taken at Putturgur, and have 
kept the lion's ſhare to themſelves—The King is very dea 
ſirous that 1 ſhould ſtay with Him; I have conſented on con- 
dition that I raiſe for his uſe four thouſand Sepoys and five 
Hundred horſe, and to command the whole of his forces. 
The delays of an Eaſtern Court are fcarce conceivable; if 
the King does not approve of my terms in a few days, I ſhall 
proſecute my journe to Zurope. 3 . 
This moment I hear Z///6 Khan (a Vakeel, or agent, 
from Suja ul Dowla to the King) is ſtopped by an order 
from the Mahrattor Chiefs ; they have ordered him not to 
arrive in camp before two of them, who are gone to waſh in 
the Ganges, return; they will be abſent four days. I wiſh 
to God I had the command of four battalions' of good diſ- 
_ Eiplined Sepoys, with eight ſix-pounders, I would chaſtife 
_ theſe plunderers for the affronts offered to the King and to 
Szja ul Dowla—Wherever theſe villains have been they 
have deſtroyed wort Boe and left the ou inhabitants 
only their eyes to behold their own misfortunes; and ti 
weep over the ruins of their country, x. 


-- I am, Sir, a ” 
Camp near 5 Your moſt obedient 
Putturgur. Wn, humble ſervant, 


Joux Monrnris0Nng 
| From General Sir Robert Barker, 

SIR, Camp at Shahabad, April 24, 1772. 

L have received your letter of the 18th inſtant, and am as 
much ſurprized at the contents, as I am ſorry for the coit- 
firmation of the daily reports from the Royal Encampment, 
that you were ſoliciting for a command of troops in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, a circumſtance which I muſt own I could 
not credit; yet as ſuch an imaginary advantage has formed 
in your mind, I now take the liberty to communieate to 
you my opinion of the meaſure, and prevent, if poſſible, 
your character and reputation from ſuffering the diſgrace 
that muſt inevitably enſue from your proſecuting it. 
In juſtice to the opinion I entertained of you as an Officer 
and a Gentleman, whilſt in this ſervice, I could not credit 
the 'report; becauſe by —_ procedure, after the ky 


PA 


advice from my Correſpondents at Calcutta of the 


reſolution of the Governor and Council, neither to 


anſwer my letter, nor to pay the Dukhla, which [+ 
| had. 


end poſitive profeſſions of | your journey being to another 


intent, and by which only you obtained permiſſion to un- 
dertake it,, you would utterly blaſt every proſpect of advan- 


cage and honour in your future life-time; you would for- 


feit your veracity in its moſt recent degree; you would de- 
viate from the character you had hitherto with reputation 
ſupported, hy ranking yourſelf amongſt the greateſt miſ- 
cteants ef the creation, who are neceſſitated to fly their co- 
ours and. country for the worſt of erimes——Your hopes of 
à return to this ſervice determinately. ruined, and your 
ſtanding in the ſervice of your: own Royal Maſter. rendered 


_ precarious 3: as a friend let me then deſire yourto" reflect ſe- 
rTiouſly on this matter before you enter deeply. inte it; but 


ſhould it appear: to you differently, and you reſolve upon 


che undertaking, Bam poſitively perſuaded the-conſequences- 
Will be. exceſſively diſagreeable: to affect you more than I. 


have already pointed out is ſcarcely. poſſible That you 
will be remanded back immediately is an undoubted con- 
ſequence; and it will not be in the power of his Majeſty, 
Shah Allum, xo detain you, unleſs a war happens'; and I. 

need not point out to you: in- that caſe the opinion which. 
the world will too-readily conceive of your 'condut—l hope 
you will derive the benefit: that I-wiſh for from theſe opi- 


nions, HOY, ee 4 
1 And am, Sir; | | 
Vour moſt obedient 
M Humble ſervant, — 
* John Morriſon, En . Irin 
E To General Sir Robert Barker- 
I received your letter of the 24th inſtant. In it you ſay; 
„Mou was as much ſurprized at the contents, as you was 
% ſorry for the confirmation of the daily reports from the 
-44 RoyalEncampment, that I was ſoliciting for a command of 
„troops in his Majeſty's ſervice, a circumſtance which you 
e muſt on you could not credit. 
After delivering my letters to his "Majeſty Shah Allum, he 
often expreſſed his earneſt defire for my ftaying with him. 4 


1 


mall tranſmitted to my agent, I immediately pro- 


;poſed to his Majeſty to inveſt the King of- Great 
| Behar, and 


Britain with the ſovereignty of Bengal, 


; Oriſſa; 


conſented-on. the terms which. I wrote you, which are nei- 
ther diſhonourable. to my country or to myſelf, as an officer 
or eas a gentleman. -I proffered my ſervice to his Majeſſy 


without gay for a time, I bad no ſiniſter views; glory is 


greateſt ambition. 1 N WIEIT4 01 3 þ 2 
et as ſuch-an imaginary advantage has formed in my 
<* mind, you communicate to me your opinion of the meaſure, 
„to prevent. if poſſible my character and reputation from 


“ ſuffering the diſgrace that muſt inevitably enſue from pro- 
„ ſecuting it.“ | 


I know not.what opinion may, be formed of me in the Eaſt, 
From the ſtep I am now taking. But, L am fure;I ſhall meet 


With the generous approbation of my King and Cauntry, for 
having the reſolution to ſerve a King, who is infulted daily 
by wretches who are unworthy to appear before his royal 


preſence, and a King under whoſe. auſpices the Honourable 


Eaſt India Company hold their territorial acquiſitions. 


In. juſtice, to the opinion you entertained of me, as an 
16 officer and a gentleman, whilſt in the Company's ſervice, 


«© you could nat credit the report, becaufe by fuch a proce- 
4 dure, after the many and pofitive profeſſions of my jour- 


*<© ney being to another intent, and by which only: I obtained 


«© permiſlion'to. undertake it, that I would utterly. blaſt every 
* proſpect of advantage and honour in my: future liſe · tima, 


«« and that I ſhould forfeit my veracity in its moſt recent 


degree.“ 


1 Vour good opinion as my General;it was my ambition to 


obtain it was what I always had from every officer I had 
the honour to ſerve under whilſt J had the honour to ſerve 
my King. and Country. It is true, I always profeſſed, and 
was firmly reſolved to proſecute my journey to Turo 


: pe by 
land, and continued in that reſolution for ſome days after I 


arrived here: till ;L faw bas nen inſulted by the Mahrat- 
tres, thofe natural enemies of the Emperor and the Compa- 


ny. Il then offered my fexvice and by that ſervice I ſhould 
more effectually ſerve the Company than by any thing I 


could do in Bengal, as I ſhall have it in my power to coun- 


_ teraQt any ſchemes the enemies of the Company may take to 
diſtteſs her. As to my obtaining permiſſion to come up the 
1 E 2 | country 
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Oyriſa; to permit the Eaſt India Company to eſ- 
*tabliſh factories all over the Empire, and to trade 
duty free on all exports and imports; in confide- 
„ x HE ration 


— * 


geh chey could nor prevent me, but by ordcifg th 
'Pringes whoſe country I was to paſs through to forbid m 
Entering their territories. Nor can I ſee my veracity will 
ſuffer for having changed my reſolution to ſo laudabſe a pur- 
3 beg leave to aſk you, if you never changed A reſo- 
eos Fey. pen ?—if you have not, you are more than 
OS? + „„%%«»;ö;öÜ;ö5¹Üvvñͥꝛü one 
Mas, You Tay T ſhould deviate from the character I have hi- 
_& therto with reputation ſupported, by ranking myſelf 
tc amongſt the greateſt miſcreants of the creation, who are 
cc neceſſitated to fly their colours and country for the wort 
Ge 0 ry oO 
This paragraph requires an explanation.——Or, if you 
mean by my ſervices T obtain the rank of an Omrah, I ſhould 
rank with miſcreants, I ſhall do no more than what you, and 
every officer who has obtained a command in the Company's 
Forces, have been ambitious o. 
Jou ſay my hopes of a return to the Company's ſervice 
. Toledo OTST TIT arenn ſet 
- T agree—T gave up that proſpe when I formed the gene- 
rous reſolution of ſupporting to the utmoſt of my power in- 
ſulted majeſty. 5 1 AAS . N ; n 5 
„That my ſtanding in the ſervice of my Royal Maſter 
, e 
To the Secretary at War J have wrote for his Majeſty's 
rmiſſion to ſtay —and to my Noble Patron Lord North for 
Bis approbation of my conduct. Without the conſent of my 
Royal Maſter, and the approbation of my friend, no lucra- 
tive conſideration whatſoever ſhall oblige me to ſtay in this 
"6 As a friend, you defire me tp reflect ſeriouſly on this 
«© matter before enter deeply into it; but, ſhould it appear 
% differently, and I reſolve upon the undertaking; you are 
„ poſitively perſuaded the cobſeguences will be exceflively 
«© Uiſagreea * S 6 TD ihe B51 +» 35 We (HY # uy | 3 „ 
Tour friendſhip I ſhall always eſteem, nor would I forfeit 
the good opinion of à real friend to gain the world. —1 aſ- 
ſure you I have reflected ſeriouſly on the matter, and I am 
determined to fly till ſuch time as I have an anfwet to my 
Won e ee "7 ee eb e e n e EE 15 101 letters 
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fation of which his Britannick Majeſty to fecure to 
him the Quit- rent of twenty- ſix lacks of rupees, as 
ſtipulated by the treaty of 1765, ſend him 20,000 
Rand of arms for Sepoys, 10,000 for cavalry, can- 


letters ſent to the Governor and Council: if they do not 
approve of my ſcheme, I intend to proſecute my journey, 
they do, I ſhall then ſend my letters to Lord North and'tq 
the Secretary at War, by an European, who has undertaken 
the journey for an hundred pounds paid him in Lenden, on 
the delivery of my letters. e 
Tou ſay, that I ſhall be remanded back immediately is an 
* undoubted conſequence, and it will not be in the power 
* of his Majeſty Sh@þ Allum to detain. me, unleſs a war 
„ happens; and you need not point out to me in that caſe 
„the opinion the world will too readily conceive of my 
Pray, Sir, by what authority has any man a right to or- 
der me back? er do you think I will obey ſuck an order ?— 
No Sir, I will not. It is true, the iron hand of oppreſſion 
may ſeize me, but I dare its utmoſt power. If T have done 
any thing againſt the laws of my country, Lam amenable to 
the law on my return.—But you ſeem to threaten the viola- 
tion of the law of nations, and not ſuffer a king, in his own 
country, to accept the ſervice of a man, who through com- 
Fs to his diſtreſſed fituation, was willing to ſacrifice his 
aſe, his real advantage, to a diſtant proſpeck. You profeſ- 
ſed to me a friendſhip for his Majeſty S Allum, and dee 
| fired me to acquaint him, that you could not take any reſt 
ſince you have * abſent from his Majeſty From your 
profeſſion of friendſhip I expected to have met with your ap- 
probation, and ae by ſerving him I ſerved you, as well 
as the Company, as I look upon the King's and Company's 
intereſt to be inſeparable. * Oe Ur vey ee gn NT Oe 


I am forry, Sir, you could conceive ſo mean an opinion of ny 
me, as to think I could be capable of commanding troops nn 

_ againſt the Company, or. to act any way againſt her intereſts. LE 
No, Sir, I will always maintain what I have hitherto ſup- | 


ported, the character of à man of honour; and I defy ma- 
lice herſelf to tax me with a crime that a, gentleman would 
firs Jorblf yt ay 8 we rs ESO IION 
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I am, Sir, your moſt obedient _ 1 4 
Camp near Nijibabad,  ; ; _ humble ſervant, bi 
NV: LI "Np ye . a i "hl 

9 fh April 1772. Jou Moxkisox. 1 
88. * : . ; | 752 | . f 
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miſſion as commander in chief of all 
and to be raiſed, exalted me to the rank of an Omrab 


" Srvas*. 


1 38 1 


non and ſtores in proportion, with Britiſh officers 


£0 take his whole army_under command. 
 Thefe propoſals were immediately agreed to; and 


on the 20th of September his Majeſty gave me a com- 


is forces raiſed 
of the empire, by the title of Naſir ul Dowla babader 


Aelawar fung, and appointed me Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary and Pleniporentiary. to the King of Grear 


H aving 


A0 idea, as I am informed, has been the ſubje& of 
Jome diſcuſſion, how far any man can officiate as an Am- 


aſſador from a foreign potentate to the Sovereign of his 
native country; but ſurely there cannot exiſt the ſlighteſt 


any difficulty to ariſe from it. Where the object of an em- 
baſſy is of ſufficient importance, the expediency of the 
meaſure ought to create a precedent, were there none to 


| Have recourſe to; more particularly with regard to the 
| Princes of Afa, with whoſe languages we are ſo little ac- 
0 — 


quainted, and whoſe ſubjects have no knowledge of our 
European tongues. - But even on this kead hundreds of pre- 
cedents could be given in the hiſtory of almoſt every nation 


in Europe. 


I ſhall not dwell on the inſtances of Cardinals Volſey and 


J De la Pole, Mr. oy 4 and innutherable other inſtances of 
ab 


the Pope's ſending ſubjects of the various nations in Europe 


as legates to their reſpective courts ; but we find Gufavus 


| Adolphus and his ſucceſſors employing ax Dyck, Hugo de Groot, 


| Camerar ius, Delphique Earl of Dona, Pander Noot, and va- 


_ rious other Dutchmen, as Embaſſadors to the States of Holland. 
We find Abraham Straizen a Polander ſent by Selim Empe- 


ror of the Turks to Sigi/mond Auguſtus, demanding a Pa 
ſage for his army through his dominions, on their march 
againſt the Mu/covites. We find Bartholomew de Coeur a 
Frenchman Embaſſador from the Great Turk to Henry IV. 


e find the Bailiff 4e Fourbin, Grand Crofs, the Comman- 


der ae Souvrre, and the Commander e Haut ville, then a 
Lieuterarſt-general in the ſervice of Franct, ſent at different 
e $0. Lane XIII. and XIY. as Embaſſadors from the 
FFF Bang 


Bs 


Having receiy my credentials in the mot 
ample. form, I applied to the King for a ſum 
of money to bear my future expences, as well 
as to indemnify me for thoſe I had already in- 
1 e curred, 
Srand Maſter of Malta, and received. with great ſtate, 

without the moſt diſtant objection with relation to their 
: Places of birth; nay, even one Auger a player on the lute, 
being ſent Ambaſſador from the Parliament of England to 
the King of France, though this great Monarch conſidered it; 
as a high inſult, he did-not think himſelf authorized by the 

law of nations to reject him; he overlooked therefore the 
meanneſs of. his origin and profeſſion, confidering him not 
as his ſubject, but as a public miniſter. r. 
To crowd inſtances would be endleſs and unneceſlary ; 


= 


but the caſe that appears moſt in point (the ror ib 
Mr. Shirley from Shah Abbas the Great, King of Perfia, to 
King James I. of England) containing a variety of curious 
particulars, I ſhall tranſcribe the relation entire from 
Iicquefars's Treatiſe on The Embaſſador and bis Functiam, 
and with that. conclude my remarks on this ſubject. 
Sal Abbas, King of Perfia, was one of the greateſt 
Peinces that has reigned for many ages. He had two power- 
ful neighbours, the Emperor of the Turks, and the Great 
Mogul, Emperor of Hindoftan ; and he was in perpetual un- 
eaſineſs on account of the firſt. To free himſelf thereof, and 
to give ſome diverfion to the Zurks, he had ſeveral negotia- 
tions in moſt of the Chriſtian Princes courts. He employed 
there particularly two brothers, Anthony and Robert Shirley, 
| who being of a family conſiderable enough in England, and 
having provided a ſufſicient fund to. defray the expence 
of their voyage, ſettled themſelves in the court of IHaban. 
I ſhall fay nothing of the eldeſt, who quitting at Venice his“ 
quality of Embaſſador received there ſeveral diſgraces; but 
Kobert, after having been employed to the Emperor, and at 
the court of ſeveral other Princes of Furege, paſſed into 
AIxglaud with the quality of Embaſſador from Shah. King. 
James made him be cowered, and reſpected in his ſubject the 
character of Embaſſador. Shirley returned thither in the 
ear 1623, with the ſame qualification, and was again 
treated after the ſame manner. He was clothed after. the 
Penſſan manner, and being conducted to audience by the 
Karl of Angle, aud by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, and 


having 


= / F 40 | 1 3 
curred, when it was ſignified to me by Nabob 
Heſſum ul Dowla, the Deputy Vizier, that it was 
his Majeſty's pleafure I ſhould carry the Dat ha for 
the four lacks of rupees to England, and de- 
mand payment of it from the Company, with which 

having paid his reſpects after the Turk;/ manner, he took 
off his rurbant and laid it at the King's feet; but the King 
Cauſed him to take it up and be covered. Some days after 
he had audience of the Prince of Wales; but he did not 
there ſo much as offer to touch his turbant, notwithſtand- 
Ing the Prince put off his hat as ſoon as he ſaw him enter 
the room, and make his firſt bow. He was there aQually . 
when King James died. While he Raid at London there 
happened a very extraordinary thing, that might have 
obliged the King to exert his juſtice towards his ſubje&, 
who did not ſufficiently verify his quality of Minitter, 
There came into England a Perſfan, whoſe name was Mag- 
_ digbes, who likewiſe took upon him the quality of Embaſ- 
ſador ; and who when he preſented his /etters of credence, 
maintained that thoſe of Robert Shirley were falſe and ſuppo- 
ſititious. Shirley being defirous to clear this matter, and 
make out his quality, went to the Perſian, having with him 
ſome of his relations, who were to be witneſſes of their in- 
terview; but the Perſſun, inſtead of returning Shirley's ci? 
vility, took his letters, flung them on the ground, and 
gave him a box on the ear; and put him thereby ſo much 
' out of countenance and beyond reply, that the Eugliſb took 
_ occaſion frem thence to make a very bad judgment of the 
ſincerity of their kinſman. Magaigbeg wrote to the King of 
Great Britain, that having the honour to be the Embaſſador 
of a Monarch in friendſhip with his Majeſty, he took the 
liberty to defire from him that juſtice, which he would not 
refuſe to the leaſt of his ſubjects: that being arrived in this 
kingdom, he had been informed that a certain perſon, who 
took upon himſelf the quality of Embaſſador from the Schach, 
his maſter, had the vanity to ſay he had married a relation. 
of his Highneſs : that he was ſo incenfed at the inſolence of 
this diſcourſe, that he could not forbear ſhewing his reſent- 
ment: but foraſmuch as it behoved him to juſtify kis pro- 
ceeding to the court of {exon and that in order thereto, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould have authentic proofs of the ru- 
mours Shirley had ſpread, he deſired his N would be 
pleaſed to order him an authentie copy thereof. The Hing, 
whom it cencerned to know the truth of the matter, * 
1 * 


1 
he could not entertain a doubt of their complying, 
eſpecially with the interpoſition of the known jul. 


tice of his Brizannick Majeſty ; whilſt, at the ſame 
time, it would demonſtrate how much againſt the 


law of nations and the honour of 1 their 


ſervants had acted! in the violation of ſo ſacred a 


treaty. 


and reached Chinſura on the gth of Bu from 


whence I wrote to ene Haſtings , but as he 


bee cauſed a very exact i inquiry to be made of the ſame; if 
not by his ordinary Juftice, at leaft by his Council, if he 
had believed his juriſdiction could have reached his ſubject, 
notwithſtanding his quality of Miniſter. But he would not 
meddle in it, and was contented to ſend the one and the 
other home in two different ſhips, that the King of Perfa 


might himſelf be judge of the difference, and regulate the 
| ſame between two perſons, each of whom took upon him 
the quality of his Miniſter. He ſent a perſon of quality 


along with them in another ſhip, to bring him an account 
after what manner the difference ſhould be decided at the 
Court of [/pahan ; but they all died in the voyage.“ 


t To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, 22 Cover nor of Fort 
7 illiam. | 
5458 3'K;* 


His Ma: eſty Shah Allum, Emperor of Hindoftan, has becn 
leaſed to honour me with the appointment of his Ambaſ- 


ſador to the Court of Great Britain; he has alſo given me a 


letter of credence to you, $cquainting you with my appoint- 
MW... 

Before enter Calcutta, I demand of you, whether you 
will receive me as an Ambaſſador on my way to the Court 


of Great Britain, and it you will allow me to proceed in the 


ürſt ſhip Faun to England. 
1 aul, Sir, 7 
Chinfureb, d eee e, Nou mo obedient 
Dec. 6, 1772. N hum le ſervant, 
5 Joann Morrisons 


On the x 5th of Ogeber I took my leave, and : 


—— 
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did not favour me with an anſwer for feveral days, 


and then did not acknowledge my character, ad- 
dreſſing his letter {imply to Major Jobn Morriſon, 


I returned it unopened. I afterwards applied to 


Mr. Haſtings to forward two letters to the Duke of 
Grafton and Lord North in the Company's packet 


by the Triton, both of which he thought proper to 


return. 


Finding it therefore en to expect a pal- 


ſage in any of the Company's ſhips, I then entered 


into an agreement with the Commander of the Ca- 


rolina Mathilda, Daniſh Indiaman, and paid into 
his hands 2000 rupees; but was not a little ſur- 


prized, ten days afterwards, to receive a letter from 
the Daniſh Captain, which occaſioned the corre- 


ſpondence inſerted in the notes T. This very ſin- 
gular 


t 2 CE Morris, Eg; Major, at Hooghly. 
ns on 


I am forry to inform you that the Gene of the Coun- 
eil of this place have proteſted againſt your departure on 


board the ſhip Caroline Mathilda under my command; in 
conſequence whereof I cannot, as willingly as Iwould, accord 


you the paſſage: I ſhall return you the money paid: I hope 
you will excuſe me, not being in my power without expoſ- 
ing myſelf, to act otherwiſe. I have the honour to be, with 
a perfect eſteem, 
„ 
Fredricanagort, Your moſt obedient 


the 25th Dec. 1772. | « humble ſervant, ; 


D. Bacce. 


7* the Honourable the e and Council of the Daniſh Eaſt 
India Company at F redricanaguee. 
Gentlemen, 


I received this moment a very extraordinary letter from 
Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the Carolina Mathilda. 
He acquaiats me that you have proteſted againſt my have 
ing a paſſage on board his ſhip : this appears to me the more 


extraordinary, as he declared to _ when I paid him for 


wy 


17171 A 2 Y 

gular ſtep, | there is reaſon to believe proceeded en- 

tirely from the repreſentations of Governor Haſt- 
Tr 5 74 OT, ings, 

my paſſage in the Governor's houſe, that he hs indepen- 


dent of the Governor and Council of Sirampore, and that I 
had no occaſion to apply for leave. | 


I now declare to you my public character, that I am 


Ambaſſador from his Imperial Majeſty $52b A/lum, the pre- 
ſent Emperor of Hindoftar, to the Court of Great Britain. I do 
therefore hereby demand your reaſon for proteſting. And hav- 
ing now declared my public eharacter (of which I can give you 
inconteſtable proofs) I farther demand of you liberty to pro- 
ceed in the ſaid ſhip, agreeable to my contract with the Cap- 
tain; a refuſal of which will be a violation of the law of na- 
tions; and, in conſequence, on my arrival in England, I will 
make a public proteſt againſt you to the Court of Dexmart. 
I expect your anſwer by the bearer, and am, Fel pes 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient fervant, 
| Joan MorRr1s0Nn; 


Chinſurah, 
25th Dec. 1772. 


- Fo D. Bagge, Commander of the Daniſh ſhip Carolina 


"SIE | - 

I received yours of this date, informing me that the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council of Fredericanagore have proteſted 
againſt my departure on board your ſhip; that you cannot 

give me a paſſage; and that you will return me the money. 
' You muſt remember, when I paid you the money I aſked 


you whether it was neceſſary for me to apply to the Gover- 


nor and Council of Sirampore, to permit my paſſage? you 
anſwered, there was no occaſion, as you was entirely inde- 


pendent of the Governor and Council of S;rampore, and gave 


me a receipt for the money, which I have, and will not part 
with it, nor receive the money back. I therefore inſiſt on the 
performance of your engagement, otherwiſe depend upon it, 


that I will on my arrival in Eagland proteſt againſt you, and 
lay the matter, with your letter, before the Dani ambaſſador. 


| -: eine 
Chinſurah, Your humble ſervant, _ 
25th Dec. 1772. JIJonx Morgison. 


. 


P. S. Should you comply with your agreement, I will in- 
 demnify your een 


 Joun Moxrison, | 
F 2 | | From 


—— ͤ — —ä ——— — 


— — ͤ—ä — 
— — — — 2ZAʒ2D»u—[—2 » -r::; :. . —_— = 
4 ; . — a, IE a 2 PEE IR . — - 


2 — A 


- - — — — * K Ä ———. p EE ae . 
: — — — > a. - = pat —_ > yo * = + 4 A — 4 ——_— "TE 
—— — — F —. ——..— ES CE TED ETA 
S AAA ä 


2 —— <a 
— — 


ESC 


—— — — 5 OT 
_— > 8 9 2 


Poem the Governor and Council of Sirampore, 26th 


a! 


ings, as five of his Harcarabs were attending, as 1 


was informed by my Chubdar who delivered my 


letter 


December 
1772. A Ly ; 
Yeſterday evening we received yours, wherein you ac- 


quaint us that you have received, as you expreſs yourſelf, a 


very extraordinary letter from Mr. D. Bagge, Captain of the 


_ Daniſh ſhip Carolina Mathilda, whereby he has informed 
you, that we have proteſted againſt your having a paſſage on 


board his ſhip (Notandum, not his, but the Daniſh Zaſt India 


Company's) and that it appears to you the more extraordi- 


nary, as the Captain, as you ſay, upon paying him the mo- 
ney for the paſſage, has told you that he was indepen- 
dent of the Governor and Council of Sirampore, and that you 


had no occaſion to apply for leave. It is not our buſineſs at 


preſent, as it ſerves to no purpoſe, to enquire into whether 
the Captain has told you fo or not. Suppoſe even he has 
told you that he was independent of the Directors of the 


Daniſh Eaft India Company, it can by no means alter the 
caſe. | | | DN WE 


Sir, for not granting you a paſſage on the Daniſh Eaſt In- 


dia Company's ſhip Carolina Matbilda, we have our particu- 


lar reaſons, and they only can be demanded. of our ſupe- 


riors, to hom we ſolely are anſwerable for our eonduR. 


| You have pleaſed to declare your public character as Am- 
baſſador from his Imperial Majeſty Shah Allum; we want 
no inconteſtable proofs thereof, we will take your words 
therefore, as it is not the queſtion. Pray did you agree 


with the Captain in that character or that of a private gentle- 

man; You demand now firſt in the character of ambaſſador 
of us liberty to proceed on our ſhip: we, as repreſentatives 
of the Daniſh Eaft India Company, are very ſorry that we not, 


without leave from our ſuperiors, can grant you your re- 
_ and how far that may be regarded as a violation of 


the law of nations we will leave to all who know the proper 
. ſenſe thereof, as oaea Sa 


We are, Sir, 


Fredericanagore, Your humble ſervants, 


| the 26th Dec. 1772. O. Bio. 


J. L. Fix. 
Cars. JuvL, 


To 


> 7 9 
letter to the Governor of Sirampore, till his anſwer; 
containing a poſitive refuſal of my going on board, 
was ſealed and diſpatched. 7 


niſh Faſt Indiaman. 


SIR 


You was pleaſed not to anſwer my letter, I now demand 


of you a categorical anſwer, whether you will, or not, re- 
ceive me on board the Carolina Mathilda, and give me a 


aſſage to Denmark, agreeable to your agreement, for which : 
F have your receipt — I am thus far on my way to the ſaid 
ſhip, and ſhall proceed to-morrow morning, without you 


give me an abſolute. refuſal under your hand. 
On board my Budgerow, I am, Sir, 


oppoſite Fredricanagore, ' Your humble forrane. po 


26th Dec. 1772. Jon Mokkison. 


27 John Morriſon, Ez 


I have yeſterday informed you, that the Gentlemen of the 
Council of this place have proteſted againſt your proceeding 
on the Daniſh Eaſt India Company's ſhip Carolina Mathilda, 
under my command; in conſequence whereof I cannot 
by any means accord you the paſſage: you will be pleafed 
to remember that you have agreed with me in the character 

of a private Gentleman, now you appear in the public 
character of an Ambaſſador, which alters the caſe. If you, 
when you demanded the paſſage hath informed me thereof, 
I ſhould have made no agreement with you, but left it to the 
Gentlemen of the Council: I have been ſo far deceived. I 
have no further to add, than that your paſſage-money is de- 


poſited in the hands of L. Fix, Eſq; the Chief of this 


place, and am, EN | 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
To Mr. D. Bagge, Commander of the Carolina Mathilda Da- 
1 4h TH aps ws 
| You may think to avail yourſelf under your ſuppoſed ig- 
norance of my public character, or that I am not the * |; 


F redricanagore, : 


the 26th Dec, 1772. 


niſh Zaſt Indiaman. 


In 
7. My. D. Bagge, Commander of the Carolina Mathilda Da- 
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'In- conſequence of theſe various mancœuvres, 
which I ſubmit to the public without commen- 
tary, I found myſelf under the neceſſity of enter- 
ing with my ſervants as foremaſtmen on board the 
Bovenkirker polder, Dutch Indiaman, bound for the 
Cape of Good Hope, allowing the Commander 
1200 Rupees for his table, and an exemption 
from duty. On the 16th of January I accordingly 
embarked, and on the goth of March arrived ſafe 
at the Cape; where falling in with the Pigot, Eng- 
liſb Eaſt Indiaman, commanded by Captain Rich- 


ardſan, I applied to him for a paſſage to Englaud. 


Though an entire ſtranger, he received me with 
that politeneſs which ever diſtinguiſhes the gentle- 
man, and entertained me in a manner ſo genteel and 
hoſpitable, as will ever challenge my remembrance, 
whilſt no conſideration could prevail with him to ac 
* of the ſmalleſt acknowledgment in return. 
When we arrived at Sf. Helena, being anxious to get 
to England, the Captain (who was under the ne- 


ceſſity of remaining there for ſeveral weeks) re- 


commended me to a paſſage on board the Green- 
wich, then ready to ſail, and on the 18th of Juue 
I arrived at Plymouth, | 85 


Having thus given the leadin lines of my con- 
duct from the date of my rel in Bengal till my 


perſon who agreed with you for a paſſage on board the Ca- 


rolina Mathilda, for which I have paid you two thouſand 


Arcat Rupees. You writ me you have depoſited the paſſage- 


money with L. Fix, Eſq; the Chief; there it may remain 
for me, for I aſſure you I ſhall never aſk him for jt, but 
ſhall proceed againſt you in ſuch a manner as you will have 
cauſe to repent. | | 1 


On board my Budgerow, mn 
Saturday night, 10 o'clock, . Your humble ſervant, 


26th Dec. 1772. Joux MoR&150N. 
return 
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xeturn to England, I can only offer as an apa- 
logy for the apparent minuteneſs of the detail, 
and the too frequent introduction of myſelf, the 
neceſſity that appeared to me of obviating reports 
which had been circulated to my diſadvantage, 
Accuſed of reſigning the Company's ſervice with- 
out permiſſion, repairing to Delhi in a clandeſtine 
manner, and there carrying on negotiations of a 
dangerous tendency, I hope the candid publick 
will pardon the anxiety I ought to have, to ſet the 
motives for my behaviour in a very oppoſite point 

of view. LE 
I flatter myſelf, therefore, it wil! evidently ap- 
pear, that from the firſt conception of the deſign, 
through every ſtage, I conſtantly communicated 
the circumſtances as they aroſe to the Company's 
leading ſervants; and that no trace of my conduct 
can point out a purſuit of private views, that could 
in any manner be conſtrued as incompatible with 
the general good. However much therefore I 
may reſpect the Governor and Council of Bengal, 
moſt of whom I know and eſteem as individuals, 
J never can think it candid, however much thoſe 
gentlemens political ſentiments may have differed 
trom mine, to give authority to tales which they 
knew to have no foundation; or to tranſmit to the 
Court of Directors a tranſlation of the King's letter 
bon the ſubject of the propoſed alliance, in which 
paſſages have been introduced which his Majeſty 
neither wrote nor conceived. Waving however all 
further thought on theſe merely perſonal conſider- 
ations, I ſhall now procecd to the principal object 
of this publication, which 1s to ſtate the advantages 
which muſt accrue to Great Britain in conſequence 
of the propoled alliance; fully perſuaded that if I 
do not carry conviction to every WOES 
mind, 


1 


mind, it muſt ariſe from the inability of the advo - 


cate, more than from the weakneſs of the cauſe. 
How far the trade to the Eaſt is advantage- 


ous or hurtful to Europe: how far the acqui- 
Fition of territory has had a promotive or ſabyer- 
verſive tendency to the real intereſts of the Engliſb 


Eaſt India Company, are topicks which may amuſe 


ſpeculative philoſophers, but can never {ſeriouſly 


be brought into diſcuſſion with relation to any 


| propoſed arrangement of Iudia affairs. We now 


are ſovereigns in theſe regions, and ſovereigns we 


muſt be, or ſlaves, or nothing, An unlooked for 
and ſingular coincidence of circumſtances placed 
before us empire or annihilation, | The genius 
and ſtrength of mind of a Clibe could not heſitate 
a moment; and a handful of men, who to-day had 
nothing but hoftile ground on which to tread, in 
the courſe of a few revolving ſuns ſaw provinces 


ſubdued and princes ſuing for protection. To ſe- 
cure therefore ſuch important acquiſitions, which 
now we cannot loſe without ſhaking the pillars of 
the Britiſh ſtate, is certainly an object which me 


rits the attention of every man who boaſts the 


ſmalleſt ſpark of patriotiſm, there being hardly 
an individual in his Majeſty's kingdoms who 


is not immediately or remotely 1ntereſted in the 


event. * 7 
On ſuch principles, therefore, let the ſyſtem be 
juſtly weighed, and not haſtily condemned, though 
it may not reach perfection. Should the poſitive 
advantages be great, the contingent ones probable; 
ſhould honour demand it, ſafety require it, hu- 
manity call loudly for it; ſhould the whole be in 
a train to be carried into execution, unattended by 
immediate or eventual expence, and the greateſt 
and moſt permanent benefits be the undoubted 
contequence, 


t 49 ] 
_ conſequence, without a conſideration in the eſti- 
mation of a ſcruple to throw into the oppoſite 
ſcale, I muſt think that it claims the higheſt atten- 
tion from the candour and good ſenſe of my coun- 
trymen. e eee 
I now proceed therefore to ſtate the propoſals 
which I am impowered by Shah Allum the Great Mo- 
gul to offer as the baſis of an alliance with his Majeſty 
the king of Great Britain, and ſhall afterwards de- 
_ duce the conſequences which may rationally be ex- 
pected to follow the ratification of the treat. 
... It, Sbab Allum propoſes immediately to inveſt 
his Britannick Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
with the abſolute ſovereignty of the kingdom of 
Bengal, and the provinces of Behar and Oriſſa. 
2dly, He propoſes alſo eventually.to inveſt his 
Majeſty with the ſovereignty of part of the Decan, 
and the Concan, which will unite in one great com- 
pact body the Byitiſb ſettlements in Hindoftan, 
Adly, He will give the Engliſh Eaft India Com- 
E permiſſion to eſtabliſh factories in any part of 
his empire, which, when tranquillity is reſtored in 
conſequence of the propoſed treaty, muſt not only 
promote a vaſt conſumption of Briliſi commodi- 
ties in Hindaſtan, but alſo ſupply the caravans from 
Candabar, Cachemire, Tibet, and other places in 
Perſia and Tartery, with Woollen Cloths, and other 
European articles, which are well adapted for thoſe 
northern latitudes 128 
Athly, Shab Allum, in return, wiſhes only for 
the friendſhip of the King of Great Britain, 
and a certain number of Britiſn officers to dil- 
cipline and command his troops, with a proper 
ſupply from the Company of all kinds of military 
ſtores, in lieu of the arrears of his revenue as 
| ſettled by the treaty of 1755, 1 


at the fineſt provinces in Hindaſtan. 


1 


From the above ground-works, and the conſe- 


quent arrangements, the moſt ſalutary effects muſt 
ſoon be experienced, flowing chiefly from that 
greateſt and moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings, peace. 


Almoſt ever ſince the Perſian invaſion, this pa- 


radiſe of the world, as it is juſtly called, has been 


torn to pieces by the ambition and jarring inte- 
reits of the great men; the want of power and au- 


thority in the head, annihilating all ſubordination 


and obedience in the members of the ſtate. _ 

In the general confuſion, at the ſame time, ariſ- 
ing from the intrigues of the Omrahs, numbers of 
low-born adventurers have ſtarted up, whoſe only 
object has been plunder and devaſtation. Not to 
mention hundreds of inferior note, we find an 
Ahmet Abdallah, a menial ſervant of Nadir Shah, 
collecting by degrees a numerous army of banditti, 
and poſſeſſing himſelf of the kingdom of Ghiſni, 
lying between Perſia and Hindeſtan: we behold an 
Aliverdy Khan (uncle to Suraja ul Dowla) from a 
Hookardar or pipe-bearer to the Souba'of Bengal, 
uſurping at length the ſovereign power; we ſee a 
Seifdar Fung (father to Suja ul Dowla) a fugitive 
from Perſia, became Nabob of Oud; and a H- 
der Naig, from the mean rank of Corporal of French 
Sepcys, ſtriking terror into our ſettlements on 
the Coromandel coaſt, forcing at laſt the Preſidency 
of Madras to ſubſcribe a moſt inglorious treaty, 
and now enjoying the uſurped dominion of ſome 


In the courſe, however, of thoſe ſtrides to power, 
murder, rapine, famine, horror of every kind, have 
overſpread the face of the whole country. To 
enumerate deſcriptions of ſlaughter cannot pleaſe 
a ſingle ſpecimen only I ſhall beg leave to intro- 
duce from Colonel Dow's Hiſtory of Hindoſtan, 


which 


1 
which ftrikingly fhown to what degree of barba- 


rous depravity mankind . can.. deſcend, when un- 
curbed by authority, and impelled by avarice and 


a thirſt for power. 
Fheſe factions proved fatal to the unhappy 


« Delbians. Abdallah laid the city under heavy 
contributions, and inforced the collection with 


* ſuch rigor and cruelty, that the unfortunate 
<* inhabitants, driven to deſpair, took up arms. 
The Per/ian ordered a general maſſacre, which, 
without intermiſſion, laſted for ſeven days. The 
$© relentleſs Dourannies ® were not even then glutted 
„ with ſlaughter, but the ſtench of the dead bodies 
i drove them out of the city. A great part of the 


* buildings were, at the ſame time, reduced to 
< aſhes, and many thouſands, who had eſcaped 


e the ſword, ſuffered a lingering death by famine, 


* ſitting upon the ſmoaking ruins of their own 


« houſes. Thus the imperial city of Delhi, which, 


t“ in the days of its glory, extended itſelf ſeventeen 


c crores in length, and was ſaid to contain two 


«< millions of people, became almoſt a heap of 


* rubbiſh. 
The miſeries of the KP” STII Delbians were 
& not yet at an end. The Mabrattors, who now, 
« without intermiſſion, traverſed the empire for 
e plunder, advanced to partake of the ſpoils of 
« Delhi with Abdallah, Fincow and Malbarrow 
&« accordingly occupied the environs of the city. 
„ The Perf jan marched out againit them, and 
both armies joined battle at a a place cailed Mu- 
« genu Tuckia, two crores from the depopulated 
10 capital The Mabrattors were ae. and 


* The tribe, of which Abdallah i 1s Chief, are dilinguiſhed 
G 2 as purſued 


dy that name. 
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urſued two hengfred and fifty crores from the 
6 BY es but they, in the mean time, gave Abdallah - 
« the ſlip, turned his rear, and ſet out in full 
« march for Delhi. The Dourannies, however, were 
« ſo cloſe to their heels, that, before they could 
attempt any thing againſt the city, they were a 
« ſecond time obliged to retreat. 
In the mean titne news arrived, that the ab- 
« rattor Chiefs were advancing with another very 
numerous army from the Decen, with a profeſſed 
deſign to re-eſtabliſh the ancient Hindoo govern- 
„ ment. Biffwaſs Raw, Baow, and Ibrahim Chan 
% Ghardi, commanded this force, which, indepen- 
« dent of the army of Mabrattors, whom 5 
« dallch had already defeated, conſiſted of one 
4 hundred thoufand horſe. The Mahommedans 
« were ſtruck with terror; they thought it necel- 
« ſary to join Abdallah, to ſupport the faith; Suja 
“ 1 Dowls, who had ſucceeded his father, the 
infamous Seifdar Fung, in the province of Oud, 
« Ahmed Chan Bunguiſb, Chief of the Patans and 
all the petty Se of the Robillas, haſtened 
« with their forces to Delbi. 
The Mabrattors had now entered the terri- 
« tories of the Yates, and ſummoned Raja Sou- 
rage Mull to join them. Though Sourage Mull, 
« as a Hingvo, wiſhed for the extirpation of Ma- 
* bommedifm in India, he was too jealous of the 
« power of the Mabrattors, to obey their orders. 
Enraged at his obſtinacy, they carried fire and 
„ ſword through his dominions, and compelled 
him at laſt to join them with fifty thouſand men. 
„ The . of two hundred 
ee thouſand horſe, and the Mabommedans, whom 
„ Ahmet Abdallah commanded in chief, of near one 
6s hundred and fifty thouſand. The eyes of all 
India 


t 1 


« India were now turned towards the event of 
« a war, upon which depended, whether the 
" ſupreme power ſhould remain with the Ma- 
44 #5, or revert again to the Hindoos. 
„Upon the approach of the Mabrattors, Abdallah 


6 evacuated Delhi, and, having croſſed the Fumna, 


46 encamped on the oppoſite bank. 
„ The Mabrattors immediately entered the city, 


« and filled every quarter of it with devaſtation 
« and death. Not content with robbing the miſe- 


« rable remains of Abdallab's cruelty of every thing 


« they. poſſeſſed, they ſtripped all the males and 
e females quite naked, and wantonly whipped 


* them before them along the ſtreets. Many now 
«, prayed for death, as the greateſt bleſſing, and 
„ thanked the hand which inflicted the — 


Famine begun to rage among the unfortunate 
e citizens to ſuch a degree, that men fled from 


« their deareft friends, as from beaſts of prey, for 


« fear of their being devoured. Many women | 


« devoured their own children, while ſome mo- 
« thers, of more humanity, were ſeen dead in the 
« ſtreets, with infants ſtill ſucking at their breaſts; 

<« —But now let us draw a veil over this ſcene of 
« horror.” 


Such therefore being the melancholy ſituation 


of thoſe diſtreſſed people, alternately the victims 
of the avarice and brutal fury of thoſe tygers 
in human ſhape, no wonder that they pant after 


tranquillity, and anxioufly wiſh for one ſove- 


reign lord to Protect them r a million of ty- 
rants. © 


The 1 of che Britiſh Fare, has made a ſtrong 
preſſion on the minds 


im the inhabitants of Au. 
deſtau. The fervanis of the Company they _ 


L041 


der as ſo many princes+, that Company which can 
rule ſuch princes they look up to with awe and 
reverence; but the King of Great Britain, the ſo- 
vereign ruler of ſuch rulers, they conceive to be 
ſome being ſuperior to human nature, EI ax 
The mere reputation therefore of an alliance be- 
tween his Britannick Majeſty and the Great Mogul 
(and I could ſtake my head on the event) would 
operate like an electrical ſhock, fly like lightning 
from the moſt northern dependency on the throne 
of Delhi to Cape Comorin, and awe the proudeſt 
chief into obedience and ſubjection. The little 
Rajas, whoſe dominions are now laid waſte by the 
greater robbers, and the various tribes of unhap- 

y exiles, who, hunted from place to place by 
cruel marauders, cannot find a ſpot on which to 
reſt their weary limbs, would all flock to the royal 
ſtandard, and unite in cruſhing that deſtructive 
anarchy which has unhinged all government, and 
deluged their country with blood. One compact 
body, thus moving with dignity and firmneſs, would 
ſoon eſtabliſh an authority which the moſt un- 
_ doubted right unſupported by power can never ef- 
fectuate, in Hindoſtan eſpecially, where principles of 
honour and patriotiſm being but little known, 
and deſpotiſm the ſyſtem of rule adapted to the 
genius of the people, fear becomes the only ſecu- 


ity for obedience. 


Here it may not be improper to bring into one 
point of view the various certain and probable ad- 
vantages which may be expected from the pro- 


+ U met the Britifh”* (ſays Ma hommed Ali Khan, the Na- 
bob of the Carnatic) with that openneſs which they love; 
« and it is my honour as well as my ſecurity to be the ally 
44. of a nation compoſed of Princes.“ - 

| 8 poſed 


E 
poſed arrangements, and then endeavour to ſupport 
the whole by undoubted facts and obvious reaſon- 
in 
1. That an alliance with ſome great power in 
Hindoſtan ſeems abſolutely neceſſary to create that 
balance of power which alone can eſtabliſh tran- 
quillity, and give a breathing- time to the labourer 
and manufacturer, without which the commerce 
of the Company muſt ſoon inevitably be ruined. 
2. That none can promiſe more in point of pre- 
ſent ſafety and advantage, or future ſtability and 
proſperity, than that which is now propoſed with 
the lawful and acknowledged head of the empire. 
That it will operate reciprocally in throwing 
ſtrength, authority, and riches into the hands of 
the contracting powers. Ire... 
4. That the firmneſs it will give to the fove- 
reignty of the Great Mogul will bring the tributary 
Soubas, Rajas, and other ſtates, into the old chan- 
nel of obedience. 
That the revenue ariſing from theſe tributes 
will enable Shah Allum to keep a great army con- 
ſtantly on foot, which, by being commanded by 
Britiſh officers only, muſt be conficered in every 
| reſpect as a Britiſh army in the Mogul's pay. 
6. That this army will be ready at all times, on 
application from the Britifh Governor-general, to 
' furniſh detachments, ſhould Cur tettlements be at- 
| tacked either by foreigners or natives, 
. That the clothing and other European SP] 
ſarles for this army will immediately amount to 
above 200,000 l. and may ſoon exceed 500,000 l. 
per anunm, to be furniſhed by the Company, 
8. That an increaſe of revenue to the Mogul 
might ſoon enable him to remit the twenty-ſix lacks 
_ Payable from the Dewannee of Bengal, which muſt 
otherwiſe 


LW] 
 vtherviſe be conſtantly paid, or Great Britain for- 
feit her honour % trampling on the law of nations, 


9. That the Company will be allowed to eſta- 
bliſh factories, with high privileges, wherever they 
chooſe, and to trade duty-free in his Mogul Maje. 
#y's dominions; . whilſt the immediate trade to 
Delhi muſt open a vent for Britiſh commodities to 
an immenſe amount, with the certainty of an an- 
nual increaſe, when peace and the eaſy collection 
of the Shah's revenue ſhall promote commerce, 
und a circulation of caſh. 

10. That an extenſion of trade to the eaſtern 
and northern provinces of Perſia and the ſouthern 


fſtates of Tartary, through the Mogu!'s dominions 


and the Indus, Amounts to a probability bordering 
upon certainty, and muſt prove highly beneficial, 

11. That the Company will immediately get rid 
of that claim which the Mabrattors inſiſt they have 
2 right to, called the Chout, or fourth part of the 
revenues of their territorial acquiſitions, and which 
will ever furniſh thoſe reſtleſs marauders with a 
pretence, ſupported by the appearance of legality, 
to plunder and diſtreſs their fettlements. 

12. That the Company will in every reſpect be 
placed in perfect ſecurity from their determined 
and irreconcileable enemies, the Mabrattors, Hy- 
der Ali, and the Nizam of the Decan. 

13. That Bombay, which now depends even on 
thoſe Mabrattors for proviſions, and upon Bengal = 
for money, would, in conſequence of the acquiſi- 

tion of the Concan, and the uninterrupted trade of 
the Indus, become one of their molt flouriſhing 
ſettlements, inſtead of at preſent proving a dead 
weight on the Company of at leaſt 200,000 1. per 
annum. 

14. That in er of being conſidered as in- 

vaders 


| „ 
vaders of Hindaſtan, this alliance would convey to 
his Majeſty a legal, juſt, and undiſputed title to 


ſeveral of the nobleſt provinces in the empire, and 


give a new ſpring to the trade and internal happi- 


neſs of that wide-extended empire. | 
156. That it will, at the ſame time, put an entire 


ſtop to French n N in Hindoſtan, from which 


ſooner or later much danger may otherwiſe ariſe. 
Suja ul Dowla is at beſt but a forced friend; ſelf- 


ang lenge. keeps him for the preſent in quiet, 


ut his chief favourites and leaders are Gentil, 


Chevalier, and other natives of France, who only 
watch a favourable moment to recover their loſt 
dominion, and annihilate the Britiſpb power in 


India. 


156. That it will bring above two millions yearly 
into the treaſury of Great Britain, without — 


a ſingle rupee in caſh out of Hindoſtan, by whic 


adminiſtration will be enabled to make great pro- 


reſs in finking the national debt, and relieving the 
ſubject of the taxes moſt oppreſſive to the manu- 
facturing poor. e e 

17. That it will 7 new vigour to the declin- 
ing manufactures of Britain, but in a particular 
manner to thoſe of the clothing counties, as well 


as to Birmingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, Norwich, 


1:58. That the Company having then nothing to 
attend to but a ſteady application to commerce, 


and the ruinous expence of a military eſtabliſn- 
ment being then no longer neceſſary, their debts 


would in conſequence be ſoon extinguiſhed z and 
their own dividends, inſtead of dwindling to no- 


thing, would on the moſt ſolid principles exceed in 
a few years the moſt flouriſhing period of their 


own or any foreign ſtock. | We 
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19. That the whole can be arranged upon the 
moſt ſimple as well as the moſt equitable prin- 
ciples, and the particular advantages to Govern- 
ment and the Company be entirely compatible 
with univerſal good; whilſt the ſyſtem India 
government (which like the Gordian knot is at 
preſent too difficult to be unlooſed) would be put 
upon ſuch a ſolid baſis as to render the management 
as eaſy as that of our VWeſt India iſlands. 
20. That no undue ſeverity will be exerciſed 
againſt any of the country princes, nor any act of 
power put in force which the general ſafety of the 
whole does not appear to require. Hyder is an 
.uſurper ; he muſt be ſtripped of Bangalore, the 
fea-port of Mangalore, and ſome other important 
places, of which he has robbed the lawful owners; 
to whom, in order to preſerve a proper balance, 
they might either be reſtored on certain conditions, 
or, if the poſſeſſion would be of greater importance 
to us, an equivalent given them in ſome other 
diſtrict. The power 17 the Nizam, and the ariſto- 
cracy of the Mahrattors, being alſo circumſcribed, 
and all of them obliged regularly to pay tribute 
for the territories they are allowed to hold either 
from the King of Great Britain or the Mogul, 
there would not then remain in Hindaſtan a prince 
of power ſufficient to diſturb the general tranquil- 
lity; and the ſmaller ſtates having then nothing to 
dread, the armies they are now under the neceſſit 
of ſupporting for their ſafety, which drains their 
treaſuries, and drives them to oppreſſive extor- 
tions, would then of courſe be diſbanded; they 
would become rich; their tribute they could pay 
with eaſe; their people would return to their la- 
bour and manufactures, and the contraſt which 

they muſt ſoon perceive between miſery and hap- 


pineſs 


1 

pineſs would attach them in the ſtrongeſt manner 
to the contracting powers; whilſt individuals, find- 
ing that certain fixed unalterable laws became the 
guardians of their property, they would bleſs the 
influence which had pelle that inhuman anar- 
chy, and made the arts of peace to riſe up from 

among the horrors of war. 8 
Laſtly, That as Shah Allum in his preſent ſitua- 
tion muſt ever remain a dangerous, though invo- 
luntary engine in the hands of our foes, neceſſity, 
ſound policy, every regard to preſent ſafety and 
future proſperity call loudly for an experiment, 
which can be attended with neither danger nor 
expence; without enlarging upon the humane 
idea of giving permanent peace to perhaps fifty 
millions of people, = A ER ho MOTOR, e 


Having in the foregoing articles given the prin- 
cipal heads of the beneficial conſequences, which 
may be hoped for from the propoſed alliance, I 
ſhall now endeavour to illuſtrate ſuch of them as 

may appear to require a more complete inveſtiga- 
Peace, that firſt and moſt important conſidera- 
tion to a trading country, and to a body whoſe 
only object ought to be an extenſive commerce, 
undiſturbed by attentzon to politicks and war, can 
never be hoped for, circumſtanced as the India 
Company has been, and muſt continue to be, un- 
leſs a manly and a radical remedy is immediately 
applied. The changes may be run upon the 
names of their Chiefs, from Governors and Coun- 
cis to Select Committees, from theſe to Superviſors, 
and from Superviſors toCouncils-general; but mea- 
ſures, not men, muſt be the object, or worſe and 
worſe n r 


OS! 
The principles of every Government ought to 
reſt upon the ſimpleſt and the broadeſt baſis. They 
ought to be ſuch as men of moderate abilities can 
conduct with eaſe, and which, even knaves and 
fools, when raiſed to rule, cannot greatly injure; 
for men of ſuperior parts appear but ſeldom, and 
men of integrity are not always to be found. Man- 
kind we muſt take as we find them, not as we 
might wiſh them to be; and every arrangement 
which looks forward to ſtability, muſt be adapted 
to the level of the million, not to the genius of the 
few. | 
Is the preſent ſyſtem of India government cſtab- 
| liſhed on ſuch a foundation? Can it raiſe its head, 
amidſt the almoſt unavoidable Jarring of factions, 
aud the diſſenſions of injured individuals? Can it 
| reſtore the affairs of Hindoſtan, ſhould one half of 
the Company's ſervants counteract the efforts of 
the reſt? Are all the actors men of ſuperior parts, 
ſevere integrity, devoid of paſſions, jealouſies, and 
private views? Have they no fortunes. to make, 
no dependents ta promote? Have they no unjuſt 
preferences to give, no ſuperceſſions in their train 
to ſow the ſeeds of diſunion and reſentment ? Have 
they the. intrepidity of a Clive, the addreſs of a Van- 
fittart, the active vigilance of a Pigot ? Or can they, 
amidſt all the luxury of the Eaſt, breathe nothin 
but Spartan patriotiſm, abſtinence, and lelf-denial? 
uch men, if ſuch men have been found, may 
for a ſeaſon prop the tottering fabric, till bending 
under the unwelldy load, one rude blaſt involves 
the 2 yi in ruin. 
Jo be completely convinced that the above is 
a ae del declamation, let us take a flight view 
deſtructive ſyſtem which has prevailed ever 
fn a commercial. Domgany - became metamor- 
— eee pholed | 
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phoſed into that triple-headed monſter, a overcigh- 
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Madras, for near thirty years, has hardly ever 
been twelve months together at peate ; Calcutta, 
ſince the overthrow of Suraja ul Dowla, has conſi- 
derably improved upon her example; Bombay to 
the beſt of her abilities has ſhewn a willingneſs not 


to be behind hand with her fiſter-ſettlements z Aue ; 


could Bencoolen any how have contrived to- 


| ſuch ſhining patterns, ſhe undoubtedly would dot | 


have been the only exception to the general rule. 
Now what have been the conſequences of theſe 


military movements? Have they all been founded 


on neceſſity? Has the Company's preſervation, im- 
mediately or contingently, been the conſtant mo- 
tives for theſe wars; or have any of them been 
wantonly created to ſatisfy the ambition or ava- 
rice of individuals? One of theſe poſitions muſt 


certainly be true and either of them will ſuffi- 


ciently demonſtrate the danger of perſevering in 
ſuch a pernicious - ſyſtem. If the Company has 
_ conſtantly been and ſtill remains expoſed to the at- 


tacks of numerous foes, it becomes ſurely highly 
neceſſary now to look around for ſome general and 

permanent ſecurity. Whilſt, on the other hand, if 
the Company's ſafety and advantage have deen 
often but ſecondary objects to the views of private 


men, the reaſon is equally forcible to remove in- 
ſtantly every cauſe that may in future have a ten- 


dency to produce ſuch baneful effects: for what 
has invariably been the ſyſtem will ever ſo con- 
tinue while the ſame defects remain, and the ſame- 


principles operate. The ſtronger Indian Princes, 


while unawed by ſuperior authority, will ever cruſh 
the weaker, whit thoſe who are more upon a level 


wil: « court European Ewen: to-enable them to de- 


ſtroy 
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Rroy their rivals. Splendid bribes will be hung 
out, which our leaders may not always have virtue 
enough to reſiſt, and the Company's real intereſts be 
too often ſent headlong to ruin, to aggrandize am- 
bitious individuals. Where ſo many independent 
powers exiſt therefore uncontrouled by any other law 
than their own ſhort-fighted views, how impoſſible 
muſt it be to expect tranquillity! their fears, their 
avarice, their contefts for ſuperiority muſt keep 


them ever in alarm; armies upon armies muſt be. 


perpetually in motion, laying the country waſte ; 
the labourer to avoid deſtruction muſt turn ſol- 
dier; manufactures muſt droop ; revenues decline; 
treaſuries be drained z neceſſity then will urge to 
war, and the plunder which rewards the conqueror 
give him only a thirſt for more. 
I 0o keep the Company's ſervants unconcerned 
during ſuch commotions is abfolutely impoſſible. 
Threatnings upon threatnings may be hung out 
in terrorem by the Court of Directors; but expe- 
rience has clearly ſhewn that it is their inferior, 
their poorer dependents only who tremble at their 
frowns ; whilſt thoſe in the higher lines have not 
ſcrupled to ſet their mandates at defiance : yet 
ſuch are the charms of Affluence, that puniſnment, 
nay even cenſure, will ever ſhrink at her approach. 
The late manceuvres on the Coromandel coaſt 
and at Allababad J am not ſufficiently informed 
about to judge of with preciſion; report how- 
ever ſays that the taking of Tanjour has already 
produced a miſunderſtanding between us and our 
old and hitherto faithful ally the Nabob of Arcot; 
and the ſurrender to Sia ul Dowla of Allahabad 
and the Cora province (ceded and guarantied by us 
ro the King) is not only another blow to the law 
of nations, but adds freſh ſtrength to one of 2 
— moſt 
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moſt dangerous and moſt powerful neighbours. 
A few lacks of rupees indeed, as the Compan 's 
referer have been hung out to amuſe the Stoc 
olders at home, whilſt every ſword that 1s drawn; 
every wanton deviation from that ſteady juſtice 
which alone can make us really great, is cutting 
down the tree to gather the fruit, and muſt prove 
fata forerunners to ſtill more fatal conſequences. 
But let us hide for a moment from our eyes the 
naked ſword which, ſuſpended by a hair, hangs 
over the Company's head: let us view only the 
moſt chearful ſide of the landſcape, and let us 
fancy the happieſt effects which can poſſibly be 
expected from the gentlemen now appointed to the 
ſuperintendency of the Company's affairs in the 
Eaſt; let them have all the virtues I have already 
figured them to be poſſeſt of; let the gentlemen 
already there (many of whom by the ſuperceſſion 
of the Council-general and their ſuite are now cut 
off from every hope of independence) not only 
throw no oppoſition in their way, but, looking you 
indifference on their own private intereſt, c0-0 
rate in every meaſure for the benefit of the Com- 
pany, the utmoſt poſſible good that can be hoped 
for even from this great ultimatum. can only be felt 
in the Company's own diſtricts, which, if properly 
reflected upon, muſt be after all a poor, an unim- 
portant, and a tranſitory conſideration. 
The trade of every country can flopriſh only i in 
proportion to the ſituation of thoſe ſtates which 
ſurround it. The riches and commerce of one 
nation derives its principal ſupplies from the riches 
and commerce of its neighbours; and no people 
can ever Garry their trade and induſtry very far, 
where i adjacent diſtricts are the ſoenes of bar- 
bariliny Plunder, and carnage. | 


B engal, 
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Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa are poſſeſſed of no 
mines; their former riches a flowed en- 
tirely from their trade with the ſurrounding and 
more diſtant provinces of the Empire; it was this 
trade which enabled Bengal alone before the Per- 
ian invaſion to remit to the Emperor's treaſury a 
tribute of 100 lacks, beſides the immenſe ſums 
the Soubas and Dewans reſerved for themſelves; 
and to the loſs of this trade, together with the 
other never- failing attendants upon anarchy and 
war, is it owing that the revenues are now haſtening 
faſt to a total decline. 3 we . 
It is evident, therefore, that even the profoundeſt 
peace, and the moſt ſalutary regulations in the Com- 
pany's provinces alone, never can recover that wealth 
and that trade which they have loſt, unleſs the ſame 
tranquillity is extended to every corner of the em- 
pire: for ſhould Great Britain ſtill look on with an 
eye of indifference, whilſt Hyder Ali is deſtroying 
2 number of little ſtates cn the Malabar coaſt, 
whilſt the Mabrattors and Abdallah are either lay- 
ing waſte or threatening with deſolation the pro- 
vinces to the north and weſt, all external com- 
merce but that to Europe mult totally ceaſe ;. and 
the trade being then confined entirely to internal 
barter, ſo far from offering a probability of advan- 
tage to the Company, muſt throw the balance ſo 
much againſt her, as evidently to make it in a little 
while too ruinous to ſupport.  _ . | 
Can any thing more ſtrikingly confirm the fore- 
going obſervations than a ſlight view of the decline 
of the revenues from the year 1766 to 1771, with 
the immenſe increaſe during that period of the 


Company's expence ? Mr, Sykes, in his letters to 


the Select Committee, reports the revenue to 
. * amount to 199 lacks of rupees; taking this there. 
BO : VET fore 
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fore as the ſtandard; which uhdoubtedly in times 


Ravenus. Lacks. 


1766 to 1767 

1767 — 1768 
1768 — 1769. — 1 26 
7CCFFEFÿ᷑ 161.1 1799 == 1779. ——" 130 
JJ 7 at Mr, er» 734 
What concluſions muſt we draw from the above 
in the year 1766 we obſerve thar the revenue 
exceeded the expence nearly in 100 lacks (about 


196 1766 to 1767 — 99 
192 1768 
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1,250,000.) waillt in 1771 this exceſs we find 
dwindled down to a fifth part, or about 250,000 l. 


What further decreaſe may have happened ſince 
that time I cannot preciſely ſay, having ſeen no 


regular account; but, from information which has 


* 


twenty-ſix lacks, which has been unwarrantably 
ſtopped from Shab Allum, the Company then had 
only a ſurplus of twenty-one lacks, or 262,500 l. 
(at 2 5. 6d. the rupee) to defray the inveſtments, 
to remit for the deficiencies of the other ſet- 


tlements (that of Bombay alone exceeding at a 
medium 200,000 1, yearly) to pay the intereſt of 
the bond debt (amounting by the laſt accounts to 


1,271,2501, I which at the rate of 8 per cent. is above 
100,000 l.) to anſwer the additional expence of the 
Council-general and Judges (about 100,0001, 
more) and various other f 


Mogul. 


181 1767 — 1768 — 108 


+56 needs | * 98 


| provabjlicy to ſupport it, the revenue at the laſt 
balance had ſuffered another diminution. of twen- 
ty-five lacks more; ſo that even including the 


maller incidents, with 


t Excluſive of near 1,000,000 l. of arrears now due to the 
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which it is unneceſſary to ſwell the account; a ſum 


Jo totally. inadequate, that the unavoidable coriſe- 


nence mult. be an increaſe of the bond debt, till 
the ſurplus revenue not being equal even to de- 
fraying the intereſt, it is eaſy for common ſenſe to 


draw the fatal concluſion, 


The Courts of Direction and Proprietary may in 
the mean time amuſe themſelves about the redue- 


tion of ſome pounds in their freight-account, and. 


diſcuſs-a few ſuch problematical queſtions as, whe- 


ther the private trade of their ſea-ſervants is or is not 


detrimental to the Company's intereſt * but, tho a 
proper attention to ceconomy is in many caſes cer- 
tainly laudable, pence and farthings are, after all, 
but ſorry conſiderations, hen millions are periſhing,. 
and their very exiſtence is at ſtake.. Confined ideas 
ought never to govern great bodies; an individual, 
whoſe hour upon the ſtage of life is circumſcribed, 
muſt adapt his operations to his time, his views, and: 
his abilities; but a great body ought to look forward, 
and never ſacrifice important, certain, though re- 


moter advantages, to the inveſtigation of trifles, or 


the indolent gratification of the preſent hour. 

Before the malady therefore is paſt all power of 
art, let Parliament and the Direction join their 
ſkill; the remedy at preſent is eaſy, but delay 
muſt ruin all. Let therefore all puerile appre- 
henſions and little jealouſies give way to:manly. 
confidence ; ; the times demand it, the object is 
great, and will well reward their pains. Let not. 


therefore the Direction hang out their paltry parch- 


ment when ſuch a game is at ſtake. A charter 
granted to a Commercial Company muſt virtually 
loſe its being, when that Company, having become 
ſovereigns, are found unequal to the weight of 
government. Factious declaimers and ſpecula- 


tive ener will ever diſplay to the people that 
bug-bear,, 
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bug- bear, the power of the crown; but the indiſ- 
penſable conſideration (and I am ſupported 1 in my 


opinion by Colonel Dow, Mr. Smith ®, and every 
able writer on India affairs) reſts now entirely on 
this point, whether, in the dread of a remote and im- 


probable contingency, we ſhall ruſh upon our ruin? 


or, which is the ſame thing, governed by irreſolu- 
tion and procraſtination, lay fupinely by, till de- 
ſtruction is at the door, and nothing remains but 
unavailing complaints, and wiſhes for the recovery 
of loſt PP ? 


F rom the whole TY the following thor 
axioms may be clearly deduced. 


iſt, That the Zng/i % Eaſt India Company can- 


not exiſt under the preſent ſyſtem of government. 
2dly, That the eſtabliſhment of a general tran- 


quillity only can reſtore the commerce of Hindoſtan, 


and give permanency to the Britiſo trade. 
zäͤly, That a great alliance is the oply poſſible 
meaſure that can accompliſh this important end. 


4thly, That no alliance can promiſe any laſting 


advantage, or give a real legality to our proceed- 
ings, excepting that with the Great Mogul. 


. On this ground T ſhall, une with great de- 


+ Nathaniel Smith, Eſq; now one of the Dire br of the 
India Company, the author (if am not miſinformed) of 
three judicious publications, intituled, Ob/erwations on the 
preſent fate of. the Eaſt India Company; Meaſures to be. purſued 
in India; and General Remarks on the ſyſtem of government in 
India; in which a variety of important matter is diſcuſtd 
with a depth of knowledge, a ſolidity of reaſoning, and a 
perſpicuity of ſtile, which does that gentleman much honour. 
They are printed for Nour/e in the Strand, and ought to be 
read by every man who conſiders India affairs as of inte- 
1 g evnſoquence to his country, 
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ference, ſubmit the following great lines of a plan 
for this important purpoſe, leaving it for amend- 


ment to men of better parts, ſhould the general 


idea engage, as it ought, the attention of the na · 
tion. 


1. That an alliance offenſive and defenſive be 
entered into between his Britannick ma'eſty and 
Sbab Allum upon the principles formerly laid down, 
with ſuch alterations as the wiſdom of Parliament 
and his Majeſty's Councils may judge neceſſary, 

2. That a new charter be granted to the Eaſt 
India Company, confining their attention to com- 
merce alone. 
3. That the revenue, the civil political, and : 
military departments, be entirely under the controul 
of a Viceroy and a Council of ſixteen, to be ap- 
pointed by the Crown, and accountable to Parlia- 
ment tor their conduct. 

4. That they be interdicted by © ſevereſt 
250 mo from all concern directly or indirectly 1 in 
trade. 

6. That their ſalaries be aniple and fixed, with 

an allowance of ſo much per cent. upon the ſurplus, 
when the revenues ſhould exceed a certain deter- 

mined ſum ; this would give them a ſtronger inte- 

reſt in the encouragement of agriculture, freedom 

of trade, and every meaſure that might honourably 
tend to an increaſe of revenue. 

6. That the Viceroy's' reſidence may at firſt 
be at Morſbedabad, to be removed hereafter, 
if neceſſary, nearer to the centre, when the pro- 
vinces of the Decan and the Concen are added to 
the Britiſb dominions. | 
7. That the Viceroy ſhould DE! the whole 
Executive rere ; but the revenue and every new 


deliberative 
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geliberative meaſure to fall LS the conſiders 
ation of the Viceroy and Council. TY 

8. That ſix of the Council remain always with 
the Viceroy z. three to reſide at Calcutta, three 
at Madras, three at Bombay, and one as Envoy at 
the Court of the Great Mogul, 

That there be alſo ftxteen junior counſel- 
lors, to ſupply vacancies ih cafe of death or re- 
ſignation; out of which body reſidents, if thought 
neceſſary, might be Ms to different {ubor- 
dinates. 

10. That every thing of a judicial nature be 
left entirely to Engliſh and Indian Judges; except 
in caſes of appeal to the Viceroy and Council. 1 5 

11. That fuch Zemindars as may act as Judges 
ſhall have no concern, as at preſent, in the col- 
lection of the revenues; but other officers be ap- 
pointed to that department. 

12. That Nabobs, Rajas, and Foujdars ſhall 
preſide over provinces and diſtricts, "ith cer: 
tain executive and collective powers; to account 
regularly for the tribute to the Viceroy and Coun- 

cil for theſe. territories -which hold of the Crown 
of Great Britain, and to the Mogul's TOE 
for ſuch as hold under that Prince. 

13, That the Viceroy and Council, as a ſu- 
preme criminal court, ſhould have the power of 
calling to account Generals, Judges, and other great 
officers when guilty of oppreſſion, perverſion of 
juſtice, or any other dangerous crime. 

. That the lands ſhould be let in lots eicher for | 
life or a certain term of years, at a fixed moderate 
rent; which would tend greatly to promote the in- 
duſtry of the farmer, upon his ſeeing a certain 
proſpect of reward for his labour, and a ſecurity 

for his property when he has acquired! it. 


15. That 


Lye 1 
| 15. That ſtrict attention be paid to the collec- | 
tors, and ready redreſs be 8 to every well 
founded complaint. 
16. That every kind of ſecurity for perſon and : 
property ſhould be proclaimed abroad, and reli- 
_ giouſly obſerved; particularly with regard to mer- 
chants from Per i, Tartary, and other diſtant 
countries, 
17. That great endeavours be ſed by premiums 
and advance of money to improve the manufac- 
ture of fine goods, which has declined greatly, in 
conſequence of the diſtractions of the country. 
18, That the Company in their commercial 185 
be ſubject to no controul, except when evidently 
tranſgreſſing their limits; and that powers of 
appeal to the King and Council be lodged with 
the Governors of the reſpective preſidencies, 
when the leaſt impediment is thrown in their way 
by the ſervants of the Crown. 

19. That Government agree to pay he Com- 
pany, by appraiſement, for all their forts, ſtores, 
and military apparatus, to be made good by yearly 
inſtalments out of the revenues. 

20. That all Government remittances be tranſ- 
acted by the Company, and be paid into the 
treaſuries of the reſpective Preſidencies ſeven 
or eight months before the goods are brought from 
the manufaRtories to the Company*s warehouſes, 
which would enable them to go to market on the 
beſt terms by advancing money to the Aurongs or 

manufacturing villages : whilſt, at the ſame time, 
the remittances, thus paſſing through the Com- 
pany's hands would operate as a check on the 
Crown ſervants in the management of the revenue; 
as a deficiency would ſoon be diſcovered, and if it 
appeared 
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appeared to proceed from peculation, negligence, 
or oppreſſion, immediate puniſhment would fol- 
low. 
21. That all cloths, and other European com- 
modities, for the conſumption of the Britiſh and 
Mogul armies, ſhould alſo paſs entirely through the 

hands of the Company, at certain fixed rates or 
contracts, as might from time to time be entered 
into with the Courts of London and Delhi. 


22, That, as a fleet would be always neceſſary, 


ſhips be contracted for by the Viceroy and Council, 
and built by the Company of teek-wood, which 
is extremely durable, and would prove an immenſe 
ſaving to Great Britain; theſe ſhips might be 
manned partly with Britiſh ſeamen, and partly by 
Laſcars and Malays, who, if bred young, would 
make excellent ſailors, 


23. That all the natives of the Eaſt, with ſuch 


Europeans as may have the Company's licence, be 
protected in an uninterrupted commerce, ſubject to 
ſuch duties as may, as nearly as poſſible, enable 


every trader to go to market on equal terms, the 


advantages being always, though not too highly, 
in favour of the ſubjects of Great Britain ; other- 
wiſe monopolies will {till continue to diſtreſs the 

empire, and deter the natives of remoter countries 
from viſiting our provinces. 


Il would not in the above ſketch a. which many 
other important articles might be added) wiſh to 


be conſidered as dictating to "Adminiſtration or Di- 
rection in their great arrangements: their ſupe- 


rior opportunities for knowledge will no doubt 


| ſuggeſt to them many improvements; my deſign 
is only to point out to the public at large, in the 


general and great line, the eaſe with which a plan 
of this nature might be carried into execution, with- 
Out 


j\ 
1 
7 
qt 
1 
4 
I. 
vil 
1 
1 
it 
1 
16 
[a 
ji 
1 
7415 
(4 
if 
I 
1 
T4 
| 
1 
{+l 
| 
16 
1 
1 
1 
+ 
: 1 
7: 


- — — OE ee —— ——— — — — : : 
—_— —_— W 
— 


— — 
— a I U 


. 55 [ [2 ] 5 
dut any of theſe dangers, difficulties, or expences; 
Which, at the firſt bluſh, might alarm the unit. 
/// ⁵ͤ —ô& #7 | f 
Moſt of the advantages to be expected from the 
Propoſed alliance and the conſequent arrangements 
appear to he ſelf. evident; but as ſome of thetz, 
and thoſe of high importance; require a completer 
Inveſtigation, I ſhall ſpeak to them a little more 
fully, and then, with ſome general inferences, con- 
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And firſt, with regard to the fevenue, which 
clear of all charges, civil and military, would then 
flow into the treaſufy of Great Britain (and which 
might be allotted entirely for the diſcharging of the 
national debt) it would Toon atnount to full two 
millions per annum. In this eſtimate I neither in- 
clude the revenues of the Concan and the Decan (of 
which in leſs than two years we ſhould diſpoſſefs 
the Mabrattors and the Nizam, or render them 
tributary, almoſt without drawing a ſword) nor thofe 
of the Bednire and Sanda provinces, uſurped by 
 Hydei Ali, and of which the Rajas, the tightful 
owners, would gladly acknowledge us ſuperiors, 
with a certain annual tribute, and pur us in poſſeſ- 
ſion at the ſame time of Pangalore, Mangalore, 
Carwar, and other places of importance; whereby | 
we might not only have the entire command of 
all imports and exports, but cut off Hyder 
from all communication with the ſea. The Mah- 
rattors draw at preſent from the Concan above 
800,000 l. yearly ; the Decan is rich, and much 
more extenſive, and the revenues of Bednure and 
Sunda yield near 1, 400, ooo |. one half of which 
the Rajas would thankfully give up to enjoy the 
other without future dread of the oppreſſive and 
mercileſs Hyder. Theſe, therefore, e 
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1 the fributary Soubas and -Rajas to enjoy,” in 
ſecurity, a much greater revenue than they do at 
preſent, would bring in above two millions more, 


and, at the ſame time, command the whole trade in 


cottons, peppers, cardamums, and other valuable 
commodities. The whole of this revenue govern- 


ment could receive in England without draining 


Hindoſtan of their current filver, which would, eſpe- 


cially at preſent, be a moſt pernicious ſy ſtem, and 


ſoon tend to the deſtruction of all trade: for, in a 
country where no paper credit exiſts, money be- 


coming the only ſymbol of trade, unleſs a due me- 


dium 1 is preſerved between the ſymbol and the com- 


modity, commerce mult proportionably be hurt. 


The ſcarcity of circulating. caſh at preſent in Hin- 


doſtan is one great cauſe of the ſtagnation of trade, 


whilſt that ſtagnation of trade operates, as it ever 
muſt, in a reciprocal ratio upon the circulating 


caſh, The cuſtom too, originating from the turbu- 


lence and deſpotiſm of choſe caſtern governments, 
of people of property burying one third of their 


fortune, inveſting another in jcwels, and reſerving 


only a third part for trade and che means of living, 


Joined to the ſums ſent to China, and thoſe ac- 


cumulated by the Mebrattors, Heyder, Caſim Ali, 
and other public robbers, have, altogether contri- 
| buted to render this already an evil of too alarming 
a nature not to be immediately and effectually 
checked. The idea of a national bank in India, 


adopted by Mr. Smith, might indeed apply a ſalu- 


tary remedy, but however plauſible | It may appear, 


it muſt be the conficrarion of a diſtant day; for 
all or moſt of che arrangements here propoſed muſt | 
have taken effect, and univerſal ſecurity and tran- 
_ quillity have prevailed, before a ſpeculative point 


of ſuch conſequence can be feriouſly attended to. 
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To make the reader, however, perfectly compre- 
hend the manner in which government may con- 
duct the whole ſyſtem of their revenue and remit- 
tances, and the Company regulate their inveſt- 
ments, 1 ſhall take the liberty of giving an extract 
from one of the publications I have formerly men- 
tioned, intituled, Meaſures to be purſued in India; 
in the conſideration of which Mr. Smilh appears, by 
uniting the philoſopher and the gentleman with 
the man of buſineſs, to have connected theory with, 
practice, without which every ſpeculative diicuſſion 
muſt be vague and indeciſive. . 
The government, holding the revenues, will 
have to pay for all the civil and military charges, 

the expence of building ſhips of war, and all the 
different ſtores brought from Europe; and the 
Company carrying out all the articles for the navy, 
and all the cloathing and ammunition for the army, 
will be repaid in India by the Crown, at a price 
equivalent to the riſk and expence : in ſhort ever 
expence on the ſide of government for whatever 
was ſent from England, being paid for in Iike man- 
ner to the Company, whatever the Crown re- 
ceived from India would, in this cafe, be a clear 
gain; and the additional articles ſent from this 
country will, ſo far as their value extends, become 
of equal advantage to it with the exports to Ame- 


rica, or elſewhere. "4 


The money government had to ſpare from their 
various expences abroad, being lent to the Com- 
pany on bills of exchange (payable in England on 
the ſale of the cargoes) and by them inveſted in 
the manufactures and growths of the countries 
wherein it was collected, and the money that go- 
vernment paid them from the different ſtores 
brought from England being alſo inveſted in the 


% 
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fame manner, none of the ſpecie could be carried out 


of the country, but would circulate again amon 
the natives to greater advantage than ever it die 
from the treaſuries of their Soubas. The Company 
will trade upon this principle with ſuch ſuperior ad- 
vantage as will enable them to under: ſell all other 


nations; for in this caſe a conſiderable part of the 


cargoes would not be paid for by the Company 
until they were ſold in England, and they would 
alle receive a proper allowance on their riſk and ex,. 
pence for the ſtores carried out for the uſe of go- 
vernment. | Es ala 
The Company's returning cargoes from Bengal 
amount to near ninety lacks, or about one mil- 
lion ſterling, or upwards thoſe from Madraſs, 
before the laſt Carnatic war, amounted to two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ; this is the moſt beneficial 
branch of all, a great part conſiſting of goods that 
are afterwards manufactured in England. | 
« The inveſtments from the Malabar coaſt con- 
fiſt of coarſe piece-goods, cardamums, pepper, and 

| ſome few other articles; every other year a cargoe of 


coffee comes home from Mocha; of late years all 


| theſe together have ſeldom exceeded two hundred 
thouſand pounds ; this makes the inveſtments from 
the bay and the two coaſts amount altogether to 
one million four hundred thoufand pounds, or 
thereabouts. £ 


« If the plan I have laid down for the Malabar 


coaſt is ever carried into execution, the annual in- 


veſtments from that ſide would equal five hundred 
thouſand pounds; and if the Carnatic remains at 


reſt, the inyeſtments from thence will ſoon amount 


to three hundred thouſand pounds. This would 
make the whole from the three ſettlements one mil- 
lion eight hundred thouſand pounds; and is an in- 

. : | Ge creaſe 
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1 
creaſe on the preſent annual amount of four hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. The Company's annual 
exports to India from hence coſt them about three 
hundred thouſand pounds, and generally produce 
there three hundred and eighty thouſand pounds. 
Luet the additional articles to be carried yearly 
for the Crown be fet at three hundred thouſand 
pounds, theſe paid for on their arnval in India at 
thirty per cent. upon their colt, would produce the 
Company an annual ſum in Td of about ſeven 
hundred and fixty thouſand pounds, which would 
be ready for the purchaſe of the home inveſtments, 
The preſent inveſtments amount to about one mil- 
hon St hundred thouſand pounds, there then re. 
mains for the government to lend the Company not 
leſs than ſeven hundred thoufand pounds; and with 
the propoſed increaſe, which may eaſily be obtained, 
the government's annual remittance from the three 
ſettlements would amount to one million one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. On the above ſeven hundred 
and fixty thouſand pounds produced from goods 
and ſtores, one hundred and fifty thauſand pounds 
is profit, ſo that the Company would only riſk 
about five hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds, 
from home every year, for the returns of one mil- 
lion eight hundred thouſand pounds, at the firſt 
coſt abroad. Let us ſuppoſe the Company, after 
paying the freight and other charges of the ſhips, 
the duties, warchouſe- room, &c. to receive only a 
neat profit of twenty- five per cent. which would be 
much below what other nations could afford to ſell 
at; this, joined to the one hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand pounds gained outwards, would RICE the 
Company a profit of fix hundred thouſand pounds 
yearly, on a riſk of only five hundred and ſeventy 
thouſand pounds of their own capital. | i 
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The inveſtments brought annually from Chins | 
amount on an average, when raw. filk is | 
cureable, toupwards of ſix hundred thouſand EE 

prime coſt——we will take them ar fix hundred 
thouſand pounds. The inveſtment ſent annually 6 
| China in cloth and lead doth not amount to two 

hundred thoufand pounds, the Company lofe on 
the firſt article, but gain on the other. The goods 
ſent to China from different parts of India, toge- 
ther with the ſums belonging to private gentlemen 
paid into the Company's treaſury there, may be 
ſet, one year with another, at about one hundred 
and ſeventy thouſand pounds; ſo that a ſupply of 
about two hundred and forty thouſand pounds in 
ſilver muft be ſent from home (if no other me- 
thod can be found) to complete the annual China 
_ inveſtment. On the above three hundred and 
feventy thouſand pounds, I ſuppoſe about one 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds may be ſet 
off to profits on the goods carried to China, and 
the remittances of private property through the 
treaſury of that factory: this brings the colt of the 
goods carried to Ching to about two hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds; therefore, the China trade 
will demand from Europe yearly four hundred 
thouſand pounds or upwards, in goods and money. 
I imagine great part of the filver, if not all, might 
hereafter be ſupplied by a channel that would con- 
fiderably increaſe the government remittances.— 
China. cargoes have fallen conſiderably of late years 
in their value; but at this time they produce about 
fifty per cent. profit, after paying the freight, com- 
miſſions to ſupra-cargoes, duties, and all other 
expences. This profit ariſing from the ſale of the 
| China cargoes; joined to that gained on the goods 
carried to China, together with the profits on the 
Bencoolen _ 


8 r 3 to . makes this 
branch of the trade produce a yearly profit of 
about four hundred thouſand pounds : hence on 
a riſk every year to India and China of about nine 
hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds, a gain will 
be produced of near one million on ra alance z 
for hich not one third of the capital is hazarded. 
„The Company's capital amounts to three mil- 
lion two hundred Wöee pounds; the dividend at 
ten per cent. is three hundred and twenty thouſand 
pounds; and the intereſt on bonds 74 annuities, 
— them at ſix millions at three ber cent. amounts 
to one eder and eighty thouſand pounds; theſe 
together make the ſum of five hundred thouſand 
nds to pay in intereſt +; and leave a yearly 

. of near five hundred thouſand pounds more 
for different accidents, to defray extraordinary ex- 
pences, to reduce their debts, and then to farther 
enriching themſelves. 5 
< Theſe benefits to the nation in general, and the 
Company in particular, cannot fail, if ſome wiſe 
plan 1s properly followed. The Company will en- 
joy much more ſecurity and advantage, from the 
commercial part alone, than they do from their 
preſent ſplendid ſituation. 

« The Malabar coaſt is in a wretched ſtate, de- 
pending wholly on Bengal for ſupport ; Bencoolen is 
at this time rather a loſing ſettlement ; and Sz. Helena 
is a dead rent-charge of about eighteen thouſand 
pounds a year. 

« If every expence of government Was paid out 
of che revenues abroad r principle ſet out upon) 


4 Government pays one hundred and ſixty thouſand 
pounds to the Company annually, for the intereſt on the 
Pans advanced at their 3 


no 


3 
no charge, ſo long as thoſe revenues remained to the 
nation, could ariſe here at home. The remittan- 
ces, joined to the preſent duties, would bring into 
the king's treaſury here in England a yearly income 
of near two millions and an half; and there would 

be an increaſe in the exports from England of near 
three hundred thouſand pounds, and moſt of them 
articles manufactured in the kingdom; and this 
to ſupport an army, and à naval force, which, 
without a ſhilling expence to the nation, would 
defend us againſt the attacks of any European 
powers whatever. Woes 5 
„ have propoſed, in this plan, an increaſe of four 
hundred thouſand pounds in the inveſtment from 
India; this increaſe is founded on ſpeculation, and 
is of courſe ſubject to contradiction; for it is on 
this ſurmiſe, the remittances home to Government, 
amounting yearly to one million, depends. Sup- 
poſe the Crown took the revenues as they ſtand at 
preſent, the advantage to the Company would be 
the ſame as on the propoſed plan; the difference 
would only be to the Crown, in the means of re- 
mittance, and the ſecurity of the poſſeſſions; for 
Government at the preſent amount of the inveſt- 
ment will be able to remit honie ſix hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year; and if the equipment of the 
fleet in India was laid aſide, the three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds allotted to be ſent out for that purpoſe 
in ſtores, together with its premium, would be lent 
out of the revenues of the Crown in India, to the 
agents of the Company, for bills of exchange pay- 
able at home, and thereby increaſe the Crown's re- 
mittance, on the preſent annual inveſtment, to the 
amount of one million; the ſame as on the pro- 
ſed plan. 5 gi 
* « The 
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The ſurplus revenue, after all the annual de- 


mands are paid at Bengal, is now one million and 
an half. I hope it will be allowed, that the ſer- 


vants of the Crown could act with equal ſpirit, vi- 


gilance, and ceconomy, with ſervants of the Com- 


K « There would be a fair proſpect of ſupplying 
China with filver from, Manilla. A ſhip comes there 
annually from New Spain, and brings chiefly ſilver 
to purchaſe a cargo conſiſting of the manufactures 
of India; great part of them the piece- goods made 
at Bengal, and along the coaſt of Coromandel. "I 
Private merchants reſiding at Madraſs have had 
concerns in this trade with the Moors and Arme- 
#ians, who principally carry it on—and I have not 


2 doubt, but a great part of the ſilver for the Ching 


market, to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds, or two hundred thouſand pounds, 
might be ſupplied in exchange for callicoes and 


other goods, the produce of Madraſs and Bengal, 


and the Government be enabled thereby to increaſe 
their remittances home by all that ſum. 
geſides the uſual courſe in which this trade is 
carried on at preſent, many other channels of ad- 
vantageous appearance offer themſelves to our view, 
Arabia and Perſia call for very large inveſtments in 
the ſilk and cotton manufactories ; in return for 


which, gold and ſilver, with ſome pearls, are 
brought back from the gulphs of Mocha and Ba/- 

| fora. This branch of the commerce is alſo chiefly 
in the hands of the Armenians and Moors. 


On the eaſt ſide of the bay of Bengal, only fre- 
quented by us for timber, many valuable improve- 
ments may be made: the Pbilipine iſlands, many 
of them are quite unfrequented and unknown to 
commerce. In ſhort, ſuch an influence, as this 

1 kingdom 
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This gentleman coincides entirely in the opinion, that 
an alliance with ſome great power in India is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for our preſent ſecurity and future proſperity in that 
country ; but whatever deference I may pay te his ſenti- 
ments in almoſt every other circumſtance he has advanced, 
that which he Les with the Mahrattors muſt, in compa- 


riſon of this with the King, be vague, temporary, and un- 


profitable. The Mahratior government is an abſolute ariſto- 
cracy, ruled by a number of chiefs, more jealous all of 
them of one another than of, any Rhee. power in Hindoſtan; 
an alliance therefore with them muſt he at beſt but a partial 
one, as what Jonagjee might embrace, Modahrow or Rajaboy 
would reject, and a connection with one tribe might perhaps 
ſerve, only. to involve us in war with another, Beſides, what 


ſovereignty could thoſe marauders offer to his Britannick Ma- 


jeſty ? what legal powers could they give out Crown to any 
dominions in India, — which his Majeſty's ſubjects 


muſt 
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Among other regulations which appear to me of 
beneficial tendency, but which from their magni- 
tude muſt be the ſubject of future and more ma- 
ture conſideration, when the previous arrangements 
have properly paved the way, few appear more 
important than the ſale of lands to the natives of 
FHindaſtan, under certain reſervations and reſtrictions, 
modified as nearly as poſſible to the tenure of Ga- 
vel Kind, which would prevent accumulation and 
many other fancied inconveniencies: hitherto no 
ſuch thing as landed property has been known in 
thoſe countries; and an impoſſibility therefore of 
inveſting their money with ſecurity has ever been 
one great inducement to the rich to bury great part 
of their wealth, which, in the caſe of ſudden death, 
as they generally conceal the place where they have 
depoſited their hoard even from their children, be- 
comes often a total loſs to the public. This mea- 
ſure therefore would be ſo extremely popular, that 
as ſoon as it was proclaimed abroad that his Bri- 
tannict Majeſty had taken thoſe fine provinces un- 
muſt $511 ap ar no better than Invaders ? what privile yes or 

' extenſion of trade could they offer, or what fecurity ſhould 
we have to carry it on with the leaſt degree of ſafety ? would 
they ſhare with us their wealth or their territories, 'or would 
they allow Bricifs officers alone to diſcipline and command 
their troops? In a word, what circumſtance of moment 
could poſhbly ariſe from ſo precarious, fo dangerous, fo 
mean an alliance, that could induce his Majeſty of Exgland. 
or even the Company, to court their friendſhip, when one ſo 
Honourable and fo p with advantages how ſues for his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious approbation ? M Mr. Smizh, how- 
ever, when he publiſhed his thoughts on Indie affairs, could 
not poſſibly foreſee this important ovent, 1 flatter myſelf, 
from his extenſive knowledge of the politicks of that coun- 
try, he will eaſily perceive that this and this alone can ren- 
der complete, or give a permanency to the otherwiſe judicious 
and ſalutary regulations he has propoſed, 2 
cer 


1 31 
der his protection, and meant to give the buyers 
a e property in their lands, the richeſt 
ſubjects in Hindoſtan would flock from the neigh- 
douring diſtricts to make purchaſes; immenſe tracts 
of excellent ground, now entirely waſte, would then 
be cultivated; and famine, that too frequent viſitor 
of thoſe naturally fertile provinces, be then known 
only by the name; whilſt a ſum of between eight 
and ten millions ſterling would, in the courſe oF a 
few years be brought into the Exchequer, and an 
annual rent be reſerved ſuperior to any thing the 
Company has ever hitherto received ; but as this is 
a meaſure of too high conſequence to be either 
haſtily adopted or rejected, I have here only 
Aightly glanced upon it, leaving the more accurate 
_ inveſtigation till after-times, ſhould an opening then 
be made by the alliance now propoſed. 
The next object of importance to be conſidered 
is the vaſt increaſe of internal and external trade, 
which muſt open to the Company in conſequence of h 
the above arrangements; the eaſy introduction of all 
Kinds of 'Zngi;/h broad and narrow cloths; together 
with the manufactures of Mancheſter, Norwich, York- 
ſhire, Birmingham, Ac. into every province of Hindoſ- 
tan, will naturally lead to an immenſe conſumption; 
whilſt the kingdom of Gbiſi, the northern provinces 
of Perſia, — many of the fineſt countries in Tartary, 
will eagerly ſeek our manufactures, as ſoon as peace 
and good ee. can give ſecurity to the Ca- 
ravans. 
The Perſians: are 0 nemarkably, fond 2 che wool- 
len cloths of Europe," chat according to Mr. Elton, 
who in the year 1739 planned the trade to Perſia 
through Ruſſia, . K Herſian, from. the higheſt 
< to the loweſt- prefer woollen cloths to their own 
555 * alen manufactures, inſomuch that 
N 'L 2 ee Vos ec they 
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te they never wear hoſe of any ſort but fuch as are 
« made of woollen cloth.” _ 

As Mr. Elton, in his memorial, points out the 
many advantages of this trade to Per/ia, which, 
with the ſubſtitution only of Delhi or Lahore for 
Meſched, are entirely in Soi with regard to the 
preſent plan, I ſhall tranſcribe one or two paſſages, 
and refer the more curious reader to Mr. Han- 
ay Travels + for the full account of this trade. 
* Whoever conſiders the great extent of both the 
* Bokharas, the kingdoms of Tangut and Tibet, 
together with the vaſt tracts of land that border 
upon them, muſt at the ſame time ſee that they 
contain many great and populous cities; even 
their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions 
of people, who are fond of European commodi- 
ties : from whence we muſt conclude, that a very 
“ advantageotis trade might be carried on with 
« them through Meſched. Caravans come to 
4 this place from all the cities in the Great and Little | 
< Bokhara, and from ſeveral of the eaſtern cities 
© of Perſia, allo from Cabul, Candabar, and the 
. northern frontiers of India. And without all 
© -queſtion, when thoſe cities are certain of finding 
at AMeſched plenty of all the forts of European 
* goods that they want, and at the ſame time an 
8 ee demand for their own commodities, 
& their caravans muſt quickly become more rich 
* and numerous; by which 'means alone the Bri- 
* tſp merchants, without carrying their goods far- 
1 ther than Meſched, will be able to puſh their com- 
merce to the utmoſt limits of the extenſive coun- 
tries above-mentioned, ' 


6 With regard to the trade to the Bokbaras, it is 


a 
+ p- 23. "AY 


E 
* a moſt favourable circumſtance that Meſched 
« ſtands ſo very commodiouſly with reſpect to the 


e provinces of Ghilan and Shirvan, from whence 


e the returns for goods fold at Meſched may be 
« made in raw filk, to the amount of almoſt any 
« our merchants come to be acquainted with the 
* Bokbharas, and the cities to the eaſtward, they will 
4 find other valuable commodities there, ſuch as 
gold, precious ſtones, bezoar, muſk, &c. in 


„ which they may inveſt their returns, in caſe the 
CC 


cc 


that after they have eſtabliſhed themſelves at 
Meſched, they will obtain the cloathing of the 
whole Per/an army, by contracting with the 
Shah's principal merchant, and ſupply all thoſe 
vaſt and populous countries above-mentioned 
« with woollen goods; and this becauſe no nation, 
* but the people of Great Britain, can ſupply them 
« with woollens of ſuch plenty, or at ſo eaſy a rate, 
Hand at the ſame time afford to give ſo good a 
* price for their raw ſilk and other commodities 
with which that country abounds.” 


The beneficial conſequences of this new wade a 


ce 
cc 
cc 
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be to the nation at that time ſo ſtriking, that an 
act of Parliament was paſſed in the year 1741, allow- 


ing the Ruſſian Company to trade to Per/ia through 
Ruſſia, by the Volga and the Caſpian ſea; and it was 


accordingly immediately embarked in ; but, partly 
from the miſconduct of Mr. Elton, wha though a 
man of parts and enterprize, was not poſſeſſed of 


the ſolidity neceſſary for a mercantile chief, partly 
from the jealouſy and intrigues of the Ryſſians, but 

chiefly from the civil wars which deſolated the 
country after the aſſaſſination of Nadir Shah, it de- 


clined 


«& ſum. Nor can it be doubted, but that when 


produce of the northern provinces of Perfia 
« ſhould prove inſufficient. Hence it will follow, 


8 rr ²˙ A 
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elined faſt from the year 1 745, * was at length to- 
tally loſt to this country in the year 1748. Not- 
withſtanding, however, almoſt every diſadvantage of 
ſituation and management, the prime coſt of the 
woollen cloths alone exported to Perſia during the 
years 1742, 3, 4, and 5 amounted to about 200, oool. 
but under proper conduct, and a happier ſtate of 
public affairs, it muſt ſoon have greatly exceeded 
that value; and by this time might perhaps have 
required a ſupply of twenty times the amount. 
But the advantages under the preſent idea muſt 
be greatly ſuperior to the trade by the Caſpian. We 
ſhall be nearer Tartary, and the northern provinces 
of Perſia, where they will principally have occa- 
fion for our cloths; whilſt the Mogul army being 
commanded only by Britiſh officers, we ſhall be 1 in 
the countries of friends, or more properly in our 
own dominions; the Company's factories therefore 
can neither excite the pou oor A nor be under the 
controul of ſuch a formidable European power as 
the Ruſſians (through whoſe dominions the Caſe 
pan adventurers and their merchandize were under 
the neceſſity of paſſin 2 neither will they be expoſed 
to rapine, as was often the caſe in a country di- 
ſtracted by civil commotions; but ſubordinates 
being once eſtabliſhed at Delhi, Labore, Moultan, or 
any other more commodious e mec the Com- 
pany might approve of, immenſe quantities of 
Britiſh goods would be taken off by the Caravans 
from Cachemire, Samarcand, Bokhara, Canda bar, 
Caboul, Tibet, and other great cities in Perfia and 
Tartery, in exchange for gold, gems, raw-filk, cot- 
ton, fine wool, bezoar, borax, muſk, lapis lazuli, 
and other precious commodities of thoſe countries. 
With regard then to Bombay, which has hitherto 


been 


. E 
been and ever muſt remain a dead weight on the 
Company, unleſs a total change of meaſures ſhall 
take place, it muſt ſoon, by purſuing ſteadily the 
rational plans here propoſed, become one of the 
moſt flouriſhing of the Company's ſettlements, 
The Concan country, which extends along the Ma- 
labar coaſt from Goa to Surat, and is ſeparated from 
the Decan by a ridge of almoſt impaſſable hills, 
yields at preſent to the Mabrattors a revenue of 
Zoo, ooo l. a year, excluſive of the. iſlands in the 
neighbourhood of Bombay, called Baſſeen, Salſet, and 
Carwar, which, with other diſtricts, pay annually 
about 330,000 l. more. As the Mabrattors poſſeſs 
this country by no other title than that of the 
ſword, the Great Mogul propoſes to inveſt his Brj- 
tannick Majeſty with the full and unlimited ſove- 
reignty, which would not only produce, as before- 
mentioned, a vaſt acceſſion of revenue, but place 
in perfect ſecurity Bombay, which depends upon it 
even for ſubſiſtence ; preſenting at the ſame time 
great openings for an extenſive trade, and weaken- 
ing our richeſt and moſt powerful foes 4. 


+ Many of my readers may think that the humbling of 
the power of the Mahrattors might be attended with much 
greater difficulty and danger than what I have all along de- 
ſcribed; but from the obſervations which I have every where 
made nothing appears more eaſy than, with 20, ooo well diſ- 
ciplined Sepoys, and 10, ooo horſe, commanded by Brit; offi- 
cers, to reduce them to any limits that prudence may preſcribe. - 
Their armies are entirely compoſed of horſe, and fo abſurdly 
irregular in their mode of fighting, that in every engagement 
they kill always a great many more of their own troops than 
they do of the enemy or the enemy of them; whilſt at the 
ſame time they are ſo obſtinately wedded to their old ſyſtem 
of war, that it is ſcarcely probable that any confideration will 
ever induce them to attempt an introduction of the diſcipline 
of Europe. N | 


But 


| 
1 
z 


T = rr ds Ins. * 


1 8 1 
But this is by no means the greateſt benefits 
which Bombay would reap in conſequence of the 
propoſed alliance : the navigation of the Indus 
promiſes advantages ftill more important. In for- 
mer times the ſeveral countries extending along this 
noble river were ſupplied with European cloths and 
other commodities to a great amount; but in pro- 
portion as the power of the Mogul government de- 
clined, the princes who commanded the mouths and 
banks of the Indus, uncontrouled by ſuperior autho- 
rity, not only ſaddled this commerce with enormous 
duties, but, by repeated acts of robbery and oppreſ- 
ſion, at length totally ruined the trade. The reputa- 
tion however, ſupported by ſolid power, which SH 
Aum muſt acquire in conſequence of the propoſed 
alliance, would ſoon convince thoſe little chiefs, that 
their only ſafety lay in their obedience, and the navi- 
gation of the Indus, in conſequence, become in a little 
time as ſecure as that of the Thames. Factories be- 
ing then eſtabliſhed at Diul, Tatta, Buckor, and 
x, 7 convenient ſtations, all kinds of European 
manufactures might, by an eaſy water-carriage, be 
ſent from Bombay up to Moultan, Atok, Lahore, 
Cachemire, Caboul, and ſeveral other of the nobleſt 
cities of Perfia, Ghiſni, Tartary, and Hindaſtan, in 
exchange for the valuable returns I have mentioned 
when ſpeaking on the Perſſan trade *. 


As I could wiſh to ſet every thing which occurs to 
me on the ſubject of this alliance in the cleareſt point 
of view, and obviate doubts which may have weight 


* 'The profits upon this trade muſt at the ſame time be ex- 
tremely high, if a judgment is to be formed from what I ob- 
| ſerved at Delhi, where almoſt every article from Calcutta 
bore from fifty to one hundred per cent. or from one to two, 
or even three hundred per cent. above the European price. 1 

0 | | | with 


23 | 
with thoſe who have not had ſuch opportunities of 


information, before I conclude I ſhall beg leave to 


make ſome obſervations on the trade in arms, which 
for a conſiderable time has been carried on by the 
Europeans with the Indian ſtates. 


To have prevented thoſe princes from acquiring 


any knowledge of our art of war, or from having 


ſupplies of European arms, would undoubtedly have 


been prudent, had it been practicable ; but ſuch 


are ſpeculative points, which can only be poſſible 


in theory, You muſt diveſt traders of all thirſt 


for gain, otherwiſe the utmoſt ſeverity of penal 


laws can never deter them from graſping at enor- 
mous profits. Were the legiſlature of Britain even 


to make it treaſon, and could we ſuppoſe, what the 
experience of every day denies, that even this rigo- 
rous ſtatute would operate in its fulleſt latitude with 
regard to his Majeſty's ſubjects, what weight would 
it have with the French, the Dutch, the Danes, the 


Portugueſe, But to go ſtill further, ſhould every 


European Company concur in the ſame meaſure, it 


is now by much too late; many of the Indian powers 
already found their own cannon, and forge. with 


ſkill fire-arms of every kind, Snja ul Dowla has 
caſt a fine train of artillery, and brought this art 


to ſuch perfection, that Sir Robert Barker having 
made him a preſent of a brace of piſtols, which in 


England coſt about 120 guineas, the Nabob ſoon af 


ter ſhowed him another pair of ſo exact an imitation, 


that, when compared, it was difficult to diſtinguiſh 
the Indian from the Eugliſb manufacture. The 


ſupplying the Mogul therefore with arms is not 
only preſerving to the Company a valuable branch 
of trade, but preventing him from conceiving the 
idea of eſtabliſhing a foundery of his own, - 


M But 
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But the quantity of arms ſpread over the 
whole country is already immenſe, which in ſome 
omni may appear from the liſt inſerted in the 
notes * . cha or which 1 ſaw myſelf, and my 

| authorities 


* Lif of avis in i 7005 72 of cares Indian fates. 


Szja ul Dowla has got 1960 Engliſh arms, wiz. 
In the battalion commanded by Bahader Beg, . 400 


In Hefin's battalion, commanded by Buſen junior, 600 

| Bought of the Engliſh at Fy/abad, 400 
New firelocks brought by Meer Alleer, WHO he entered 
into Szja's ſervice, p 60 
Bought by him at different times, = 200 
Diſperſed through his other N 300 
1960 


The above account I had from Commandant, Bunda Ra- 
beem Beg, formerly in the Nabob's ſervice. 


Nabob Najuff Khan told me that he had amongſt his artillery 
five pieces of Engliſb cannon, and 500 carbines. One of 
them I took out of one of his Moguls hands, it was made 
by Wilfn 1764, and was as good as when it came out of 
the maker's hands, The cannon I faw in the Serray of 
| Setterram, about two corſe, or near four miles from 

Delbi— they conſiſted of two three and one fix popes, 
braſs, and two nines, iron. 5 
Nabob Heſummuddy Khan's battalion is entirely armed with 

Engliſh muſkets. 

Nabob Naſcer, Meer Alliſh, and "0 Ramnat have the "EY 
| 2 s locks to all their arms, and moſt of the barrels are 
__ Eagliſh. 

The King's guards are armed with E. nglifh pieces, moſt of 
them his Brizannick Majeſty's old Endecke, which were 
given to the Company when the King's troops left India. 
Hyder Ali has above 10, ooo ſtand of arms, moſt of them 
Engliſh; my informer ſaw alſo above twenty pieces of 
Exgliſþ cannon, but could not fay how many more he 

might have. 

There is under the command of M. Seffier a F renchman, in 
the ſervice of Baza/a Fung, a Nabob in the Decan, at 
Ardonet, one troop of 100 European cavalry, armed wich 
carbines and Piſtol 3; one company of 80 European infan- - 


try, 


E 
aurhorities for the reſt I have no reaſon to queſ. | 
tion ; ſo that to pretend to put a ſtop to a trade 


ſo long and ſo firmly fixed, would be like turning 


the tide of a mighty river; and it never now can have 
a period but with the annihilation of every ſpecies 


of European commerce with Hindoſtan. The im- 
menſe quantities of arms, which, by this liſt, ap- 
PRE diſperſed over that Oy: excluſive of vaſt 


try, with Bag arms; one company of 90 e artil- 


lery; 2000 Topaſſes, and 6000 Sepoys, all armed with 


Engliſ, French, and Dutch arms. His artillery are 
French, ſent him from Pondicherry; but the Nabob with 


whom he ſerves has fifteen pieces of Engliſh cannon, 


moſtly ſhip guns, of three, fix, nine, and twelve pounders. 


Under the command of another Frenchman called M. Maddie, 


lately in the ſervice of the Fare, a Hindoo prince, but now _ 
gone over to the Mogul, there are two battalions of Sepoys, ' 
with a few horſe, all armed with firelocks, together with 


fix cannon and one mortar. 
Under Somero the German (who maſſacred our gentlemen at 


Patina) in the ſervice of the Fate, there are 4000 men all 
armed with muſkets, and three pieces of cannon. He has 


alſo arms for 2000 more. 


With M. 7%, another Frenchman, there are 200 men armed, 


together with four pieces of cannon. 


Under the corimand of Capt. Lorrain, a Portugueſe, at 
| Neckpore, in the ſervice of Jonajee, a Mahrattor chief, 


there are 100 firelocks, with four pieces of cannon. 


At Bongueer, under the command of a Meſtee, in the ſervice. 
ol Raja Rana, there are 1000 firelocks and two pieces of 


Cannon. 


At Puna, which belon gs to ee another Mabrattor 


chief, there are 2000 firelocks and wenty pieces of can- 
non. 


At Caleno, belonging to Raja Ranſuxder, there are 490 fire. 


| locks, ten pieces of cannon, and two mortars. 


At Hydrabad, belonging to the Nabob of that place, there are 


3000 firelocks and fifty pieces of cannon. _ 
And laſtly, Mam Ali, Souba of the Decan, has a battalion 


of 1000 men completely armed, together with fifty pieces 


of Faris e cannon. 
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numbers of which I could have no opportunity 
of gaining intelligence, leads us at the ſame time 
to another reflection, as it ſhews how dangerouſly 
the Company is circumſtanced, ſhould Sπœο] ut Dowla, 
Hyder Ali, or the Mabrattors, ſtimulated by French 
intrigues, collect together the various French, Ger- 
man, Portugueſe, and other European military ad- 
venturers, warming thus over India, whom the 
hopes of plunder would eaſily engage, and, joining 
in one great body, fall at once upon the Company's 
provinces, and precipitate the cataſtrophe which 
now we ſo much dread. To whichever quarter 
therefore we turn our eyes, whether we conſider the 
internal conſumption, or the danger from without, 
ruin appears already in view, and nothing but im- 
. mediate and deciſive ſteps can poſſibly divert its 
courſe. 5 Cres OR iT os 


From the whole therefore of the foregoing 
facts and obſervations, it appears evident, that the 
India Company have been driving headlong down 
the tide of perdition ever ſince they became ſove- 
That, during a period of five years, et the open- 
ing of which they ſet out with a ſurplus of territo- 
rial revenue, amounting to about 1,200,000 1. per 
annum, they have not only entirely ſunk this ſur- 
plus, but, at home and abroad together, have 
contracted, over and above, a debt of at leaſt 
3,000,000 I. the mere ſimple intereſt of which, and 
of their other bond debts, under their preſent cir- 
cumſtances, there is hardly a probability they ſhall 
nr, ge lf nord! 
That it muſt now be impoſſible, notwithſtand- 
e eee e baer ane 
| OY. val 


"Er 8.17 


925 debt from accumulating, when, in place of ſo 


guet a ſurplus, they will be under the neceſſity of 
mg good a conſiderable deficiency from their 


cobra funds; which, from the late reduction 
of their ſhipping, and the general decline of 


their trade, they are now ſtill leſs able to afford. 


That whilſt the Duzch, the Daniſh, and the Swediſh 


Companies, whoſe profits ariſe entirely from Com- 
mierce, divide from zen to twelve and a half per cent. 


the Engli i, borne down by their territorial acquiſi- 
tions, with a trade far more extenſive than the two laſt 
mentioned companies, cannot at preſent afford to pay 
even a ſingle ſhilling of dividend, without plunging 
head over ears in debt, to provide funds for this 


and other neceſſary purpoſes. 


That the want of ready caſh therefore which, 


without a miraole, muſt be felt ere long, to purchaſe 


their inveſtments, anſwer their bills, diſcharge the 
intereſts, pay their-cuſtoms, exciſe, and other en- 


gagements to government, and ſupport their va- 
rious eſtabliſhments, cannot fail to ſtagger their 


credit at home; whilſt their inability perhaps to 
pay their troops abroad, may excite a general revolt 
of the Sepoys, and give the ſignal for the French, 


and their other foes, to cruſh that power they have 
fo long hated, dreaded, and envied. 
That the ſtopping the Megul's revenue (which the 
Company have no more right to withold than the 
have to refuſe payment of their other lawful debts) 
muſt appear in the eyes of the Country Powers to 


flow. either from Injuſtice or Neceſlity ; in conſe- 


quence of which they muſt draw one of two con- 
cluſions, either that they have no principles of 
good faith, and will not pay, or, being no longer 
Ech, cannot: the firſt mult hr: lead to fu- 

| ture 
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ture diſtruſt, the latter to immediate contempt; % 
and both muſt evidently have a moſt ruinous ten- 
ha: 
That the propoſed alliance not only offers a cer- 
tainty of relief from all their difficulties, but an 
| Increaſe of commerce and wealth beyond any com- 
pariſon with former times; and conſequently, in- 
ſtead of another reduction of their ſhipping (as at 
preſent under contemplation, and already ſo ſen- 
ſibly felt) promiſes an increaſe of perhaps double 
the tonnage they have ever yet freighted during 
the moſt ſplendid years of their trade. 
That in place, as at preſent, of the Company's 
conſidering, as a hardſhip, the neceſſity they are 
under of exporting annually to the value (as I 
am informed) of 380,000 1. in Britiſh manu- 
factures (great part of which, they ſay, are now 
rotting in their warehouſes abroad) they will then 
without compulſion, find their advantage in doub- 
ling immediately thoſe exports, and eventually in- 
crealing them to a far greater amount. 
That the proceeds of the ſale of their forts 403 
military ſtores to Government (eſtimated at near 
2,000,0001. ＋ would go a great way in diſcharging 
of their debts ; whilſt the profits of their commerce 
alone would, in all probability, ſoon create a fund 
for augmenting the dividend, upon ſolid rational 


1 As it is to the object at large, that I . 1 
to call the attention of the nation, I have avoided, in gene- 
ral, entering into the minuteneſs of calculation, which would, 
at preſent, only tend to {well the publication to an unneceſ- 
ſary length, without being of the leaſt importance, as things 
are now Circumſtanced. If therefore in the larger ſums there 
may prove to be a difference of an eighth or a tenth more 
or leſs, it ought to have no weight, as thoſe may with eaſe 
be more accurately adjuſted, ſhould the general idea be 
| judged expedient. 


grounds 
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grounds to perhaps 20 per cent. or upwards; eſpe- 
cially when we conſider, that before their expenſive 
wars and territorial revenues, they divided 8 per 
cent. notwithſtanding that the charge of the military 
eſtabliſhments they were then under the neceſſity of 
maintaining, and which would, in this event, be 
entirely ſaved, amounted to from 5 to 6 per cent. 
JC EE e 

That the conſequences of rejecting the Mogul's 


proffered friendſhip may, at the ſame time, in an- 
other point of view, be highly and immediately 


alarming, as neceſſity muſt then force him either im- 
plicitly to follow out the views of the Mabrattors, or 


to throw himſelf into the arms of the French, whom 


1 To point out in ſome meaſure how much the French 
have been alarmed at the flying reports which have at dif- 
ferent times appeared in the news-papers with regard to this 


ropoſed alliance, I ſhall beg leave to inſert an extract of a 


| Totes from a gentleman in France to his friend in London. 
It is dated OZober 18th 1773; but not having the honour 
of being known either to the writer or to the gentleman to 
whom it was addrefled, I had not an opportunity of ſeeing it 
till above four months afterwards. | 
Some time ago all the public papers of Europe gave 
«© notice that Major Morriſon had arrived in London, in the 
character of Ambaſſador. from SH Allum, as Mogul, with 
offers of a ceſſion of his right to all Iadeſſan in favour of 
&« Britain.” What may be real in the matter I can by no 
«© means judge, but it made a greater noiſe all over Europe, 
« and among all foreigners, than any occurrence that hap. 
„ pened during my obſervation, particularly in Paris, where 
Ko pep plc of ſpeculation and of underſtanding in politicks 
r 


« ſions to be among them, and to witneſs their jealous rea- 


« ſonings on the ſubje& : from the firſt moment they conſi- 


«« dered the object fo important, that they have not hitherto 
« entertained the leaſt doubt of Britain's accepting and car- 
rying it into execution. Therefore their apprehenſions. 


are extreme of the power and influence which Britain max 
| thereby 


om all countries generally meet. I had frequent occa- 
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he wight inveſt with 4 Soubadary of the Coni- 
pany's provinces; a ſtep big with danger, eſpe- 
_ cially ſhould they be joined, as before obſerved, 
by the European adventurers, who rove through the 
empire, with no other view than that of ſelling thelr 
ſervices to the higheſt bidder. 
That the ſtability and ſolid dignity of real go- 
vernment muſt have infinitely greater weight with 
 Afatick princes, than the fluctuating unſteady re- 
ſolves of a Company of private men; whilſt the na- 
tives of Britain, employed in the firſt ſtations abroad, 
could not then hope that their weight in Elections, 
or influence in General Courts would ſcreen their 
conduct from enquiry.. They ſhould then know that 
they had Adminiſtration to account to, and Par- 
liament to dread; in coniequence of which his Ma- 
jeſty's government in thoſe countries would-acquire 
a degree of authority, firmneſs, equity, and mildneſs, 
which the Indians have never hitherto had an oppor- 
tunity of experiencing ; for, although many men 
of great integrity have filled the chief offices 
in India, yet, in a ſyſtem of univerſal corruption, 
the ſtricteſt honeſty of a few can never ſtem the 
torrent; nor is it poſſible to expect fidelity in the 
body at large, where there is no coercive power to 
enforce obedience, nor adequate GAROrty to pu- 
niſh a contrary conduct. 

That the Britiſb treaſury, in conſequence of this 
alliance, would ſoon have an acceſlion of revenue 
from Hindoſtan, after defraying all charges, of at leaſt 


* thereby obtain. And I have good gronnds to be per- 
* ſuaded that the jealouſies and apprehenſions of different 
«© courts, whoſe intereſts it may concern, are in no degree 
_ < leſs alarmed than thoſe of the ſpeculative politicians. Bur | 
«© they conceal their fears from a certainty that they cannot 

prevent the event.” 
1,500,000] 
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1, 500, ooo 1. (with a high probability of its amount- 
ing in a few years to four or five millions per au- 
num) exclulive of the advance in the Cuſtoms and 
Exciſe which muſt neceſſarily follow the Company's 


increaſing trade; whilſt, as things remain in their 


preſent ſtate, Government not only runs the riſæ 
of being embarraſſed with the 1, 400, ooo 1. lately 
advanced, but of ſuffering a great diminution if not 
a total, failure in the Company's duties; a poſſible 
blow, which all the addreſs of the Miniſter, the 


ableſt, and at the ſame time the moſt patriotic that 


ecver conducted the affairs of this or perhaps any 


other nation, could hardly prevent from being im- 
mediately attended by the moſt dreadful effects. 


That not only the Company. then, but the State, | 


the Bank, the Stockholders in every fund, the 


Landed, the Monied, the Manufacturing, the 
Trading intereſts of every denomination, appear 
_ evidently to be in the deepeſt manner concerned 


in the reſolutions which may now be adopted with 
regard to the propoſed alliance and regulations, 


and ſtrongly challenges therefore the warmeſt and 


the moſt ſerious conſideration of the nation at large; 


but more particularly of the Direction and the Pro- 
prietary of the India Company, who without delay 


ought to lay aſide every trifling diſcuſſion, and 
join with Government in applying an immediate 
and an effectual remedy, e 


In great arrangements, however, I am perfectly 
ſenſible, that much difficulty muſt be encountered 
from the preſuming vanity of the half. informed, 


the hood-winked obſtinacy of the ignorant, and 


the darker and more malignant views of the 


ambitious and ſelf- intereſted; but, in my humble 


apprehenſion, there does = exiſt, in the propoſals - 


now 
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no held out, the leaſt circumſtance of weight that 


can poſſibly furniſh matter of objection, unleſs to 
theſe only who regard every thing through the 
medium of ſtubborn prejudice, or have other views 


at heart than thoſe for the publick good. 


The ſhort-ſighted and the irreſolute, at the ſame 
time, may conſider the danger as ſtill diſtant; private 
intereſts may give falſe colourings to real ſituations; 


and diſappointment and reſentment may place eve- 


ry obſtacle in the way of general good; but no 


meaſure, I will be bold to ſay, can ever throw a 


greater luſtre on his Majeſty's reign, nor more eſ- 
ſentially tend to promote the welfare of the nation at 


large, than the entering with dignity into the al- 


liance now ſollicited by the deſcendant of thoſe 


princes, to whom his Majeſty's predeceſſors thought 


it no derogation to ſend Ambaſſadors, to ſue for 


friendſhip and commercial protection. 


Having now touched, in the great and general 


Ime, upon ſuch points as appeared moſt worthy of 


obſervation, the corollaries 'to be drawn from the - 
whole appear extremely ſimple, unqueſtionable, and 


clear; and ſurely a more important conſideration 


never engaged the attention of a thinking people. 
When we ſee the greateſt commercial body recorded 
in the annals of time tottering under a ſyſtem of 


government, the jarring ingredients of which the 
_ utmoſt effort human wiſdom can never reconcile ; 
when we ſee them in the ſhort period of five years 


declining from a ſituation of the higheſt apparent 
proſperity to the verge of deſtruction ; when we 


conſider how dreadful muit be their fall; how de. 


ſtructive to individuals, how fatal to the ſtate; 
when we perceive the ſtriking, the abſolute im- 


_ poſſibility of recovery under any modification of 


EW 1. | 

the preſent idea of commercial-ſovereignty, and con- 
traſt the whole with the great, the immediate, the ho- 
nourable advantages of the propoſed arrangements, 
and the eaſy, the ſafe, the unexpenſive mode of 
accompliſhing the whole; to ſhrink from the in- 
veſtigation of ſuch important objects, muſt bear 
a ſtrong reſemblance to the filly Oſtrich, who, when 
purſued by the hunters, inſtead of endeavouring 
to eſcape, thruſts his head into a buſh, and fancies 
| himſelf in ſafety, becauſe he ſhuts his eyes againſt 
deſtruction. VVV 
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